
In 1963, while Kenya was 
gaining its independence 
from Great Britain, Peter 
Gishuru, through a stroke of 
luck, got an opportunity to 
pursue his high school edu-
cation in the United States, 
a move that was inspired 
by the Tom Mboya led Air-
lift  – a program that allowed 
promising Kenyan students 
to secure university scholar-
ships in the United States of 
America.
To date, Peter Gishuru has 

lived in America longer than 
he lived in Kenya and cur-
rently resides with his wife 
and his adult American born 
children in Seattle, Washing-
ton. Since arriving in Wash-
ington, he has succeeded in 
bringing awareness of the 
many business opportunities 
in Kenya that are available to 
Americans. Peter is proud of 
his homeland and continues 
to believe that when Diaspo-
rans give back, Africa will be 
able to shine brighter on the 
world stage.
At the beginning of “Emer- Alcoholism: It starts as a sim-

ple self destructive behavior. 
Some people are predisposed 

to alcoholism but might not 
even know. People,can drink 
to celebrate when they are 

happy as when good things 
happen. Or drink to be happy 
as to calm themselves, to feel 

good. That is what the litera-
ture says.

Since arriving in Washington, he has succeeded in 
bringing awareness of the many business opportu-
nities in Kenya that are available to Americans.
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There is little doubt the 
next WTO director will 
be a woman. That wom-
an will not be Kenyan. It 

.............. In 1892 at Stanford 
University, an 18-year-old 
student was struggling to pay 
his fees. He was an orphan, 
and not knowing where to 

Dr Robert Chiuri  is the 
founder of The Global Kenya 
Diaspora One Voice Consor-
tium which is trying to be the 

We don’t even believe those 
reality shows where wom-
en don’t realize they’ve been 
carrying a baby for 9 months. 
Now they don’t realize it for 
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Diasporans can and must 
fend for themselves and do 
not need a third party from 
our corrupt nation to tell 
them how to invest. 
We live in the best investment 
capitals of the world where 
knowledge and ethical prac-
tice of investment vehicles 
abound. If we have far better 
knowledge, ethical institu-
tions and reliable disposable 
surplus to care of our own fi-
nancial destinies, why do we 
need an non-diaspora third 
party who does not have the 
facilities we have? This is re-
verse thinking. 
All we need is to come to-
gether and create a formida-
ble investment vehicle and 
mechanism that can benefit 
all diasporans. Diaspora fo-
rums are a step toward this 
objective as they facilitate the 
discussion of how we should 
work towards a unity of pur-
pose to take create our own 
ethical institutions free of the 
endemic corruption that per-
vades our country. 
My fellow diasporans, please 
resist all efforts to mislead 
you or cheat you out of your 
hard earned money. You 
alone are the masters of your 
own destiny.

Mutuma Kailiba On USA 
Elections

Democrats only need North 
Carolina in south if they can 
hold on their Own-Mary-
land, Delaware & w.virgin-
ia.... Midwest is where elec-
tion is won or lost-Michigan 
and Pennsylvania is a must 
win for Democrats, they can 
lose Wisconsin but need to 
safeguard Minnesota...
Latino vote can be helpful in 
Florida and Arizona though 
democrats doesn’t need those 
states to take White House.... 
Look like Democrats will win 
Arizona... Trump is finished 
without Arizona. Kelly the 
astronauts is far ahead on 
senate race.
Not that Democrats May 
win, it’s theirs to lose, al-
ready bagged ready to car-
ry home....the only way for 
Trump is to get help from 
Russian and steal...though 
Democrats are good at find-
ing way to lose.....I don’t un-
derstand why Obama is not 
on campaign trail  in North 
Carolina, Michigan and 
Pennsylvania to  Fire blacks.

Susan On Being Black

Crime: being black. Bigger 
crime: being black & having 
an accent. Biggest crime: be-
ing black, having an accent 
& looking like you got it to-
gether by having, e.g, a good 
house or car. Sad but true. 
Doesn’t matter where it is. A 
wrong is a wrong.

David Githaiga On Chinese 
Hawking

The Chinese products and 
services are cheaper and af-
fordable  ..even the Chinese 
who sell roast maize in River 
Road of Nairobi and selling 
mīturas in makandara sell 
them cheaper than the lo-
cals  . They are now selling 
sukuma wiki and tomatoes 
in village markets  and I got 
no problem with any human 
being making his/her ends 
meet  anywhere on the face of 
the earth  ..am also  a foreign-
er here  .

Migwi Karugu On Bondo 
Visit By Kikuyus

Elderpreneurs, sycophants 
and cheerleaders all under 
the guise of being Gīkūyū 
elders! What farce. These are 
the traits we should not be-
queath our descendants.
It is shocking that charlatans, 
fraudsters and other ne’er-do-
wells have infiltrated our no-
ble institution in droves. It is 
unacceptable that any grown 
up, let alone an elder, can be 
found among those scram-
bling for anybody’s handouts. 
How incredulous!
 If it’s possible, those particu-
lar “elders” should be named 
and shamed.

Isaac Kinungi On Looters

A thief giving back to soci-
ety is worse than a mouse 
that eat the owners harvested 
grains choosing only the part 
that germinate and later eat 
the farmers toe at night while 
blowing cold air. The own-
er will not feel it but in the 
morning wake up with alot of 
pain. We need total sweep in 
Kenya.

Susan Kiongo On Looters

Other thieves keep every-
thing for themselves. At 
least someone is giving back 
to society, after all it’s mwa-
nanchi’s money. All thieves 
should share with their com-

munities. The dog that grabs 
a sandwich from a passerby 
to feed a hungry man with 
no limbs. Why kill that dog? I 
choose to look at the good in 
everything. Coz the opposite 
is too painful.
All the same I don’t condone 
thievery, all thieves should 
go, but if b4 they go they can 
give back part of their loot to 
society by giving in Haram-
bees, buying wheelbarrows,  
water tanks for vijana for 
car wash, or hand pushing 
a stuck biz owner, seriously, 
that’s wrong with that? My 
elder sister used to steal food 
from mum’s “kabati” and we 
ate together b4 others came 
back from shamba. Love her 
for bravery, which always 
earned us mum’s very painful 
stitches on our backs.

Mutuma On Kikuyus Sup-
porting William Ruto

Mumbi and Gikuyu had nine 
daughters per known myths, 

may be the 10th was out of 
wed lock and could be they 
are the ones supporting Ruto, 
the official 9th daughter’s de-
scendants will stand being 
Uhuru pick no matter what.

Thiuri Kiuri On Sugar Prices

Whereas parliament & lo-
cal authorities have to create 
laws to balance & regulate 
trade & provide reasonable 
protection for local produc-
tion, we cannot run scared 
of competition coz it actually 
fairs better for the consumer
Compare Kenya & neighbor-
ing countries that have been 
scared of China & see which 
place has better opportunities 
& quality of life for their cit-
izens
Kenya has been protecting 
our sugar industry from EAC 
for yrs which has kept sugar 
prices very high for the local 
consumer. How long should 
this continue while we wait 
for the industry to modernize 

& catch up with 21st century 
or do we have to get to some 
point & say that’s it for the 
sugarcane farmer?

Bernard Kavyu On Compe-
tition

Once a Chinese or any other 
foreign national gets perma-
nent residence in Kenya they 
can pretty much do what they 
wish the same way Kenyans 
do anywhere in the world. 
Kenyans need to up their 
game and learn basic princi-
ples of business and competi-
tion. It’s called Globalization

Christine Muchene On 
Trump

His appearance and breath-
ing at the White House bal-
cony showed he was not okay. 
The old man is on steroids. 
All pain masked but there is 
a price to pay. Already the 
son Trump Jr. is worried at 
his behavior. He was look-

ing at an intervention but the 
other siblings were not for it. 
Check the number of tweets 
he sends per day all in capital 
letters. The man is not okay. 
Side effects of the concoc-
tions given.

Migwi Karugu On Kikuyu 
Mythology

And can the civilized Chris-
tians tell us where Cain and 
Abel got their wives from? 
Funny how selective some of 
us are in deciding what My-
thologies to believe.... as long 
as it is European Mythology, 
it is rock solid and true;  if it 
is any other Mythology, it is 
backward and false. 
The Europeans really colo-
nized us,  for generations to 
come.

EDITORIAL
Letters To editor
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I am concerned by how Ken-
ya’s debt issue is being han-
dled. The country is slowly, 
but surely getting into a deep 
financial hole with the debts 
we have been accumulating 
during the last few years.
Everyone has been warning 
us to be careful of our grow-
ing debt obligations, both do-
mestic and external. The IMF, 
World Bank, the internation-
al credit rating institutions, 
our Controller of Budget, the 
Parliamentary Budget Office 
and many Kenyans have been 
warning us. Sometimes I 
wonder if the Treasury man-
darins are scared of standing 
firm and explaining to the 
president that we have a fast 
approaching problem. It is by 
being vague on such a major 
issue that countries end up in 
financial crises.
Our debt crisis started when 
we made the decision to de-
velop our infrastructure so 
as to grow and develop our 
economy. This led us into 
investing in mega railway, 
power, roads, dams, irriga-
tion and other large projects. 
It was an excellent idea. So, 
what went wrong and led us 
to the current situation?
Our records show that our 
domestic and external bor-
rowings have risen from 
Sh1.6 trillion in 2012 to an 
estimated Sh7.7 trillion by 
the end of this financial year. 
This is almost five times in-
crease in this short period. 
Indications are that the figure 
will rise to about Sh9 trillion 
in the next two years. This 
growth has seen our debt as a 
percentage of GDP rise from 
38 per cent to about 62 per 
cent during the same period, 
way beyond the recommend-
ed level. Meanwhile, debt 
repayments per annum have 
more than doubled from 
Sh466 billion in the 2015/16 
financial year to the current 
Sh1.1 trillion. This is not a 
good situation as most of our 
revenue is going to paying 
debts.

Some of the projects that 
have led us to this situation 

include the overpriced SGR 
and its running costs. Other 
projects are in the energy sec-
tor; the roads sector; the Ital-
ian funded dams, with bor-
rowing terms that are kept 
secret. It is possible that some 
of these projects would have 
been economically viable if it 
were not for corruption. But 
as things stand now, many of 
them are not, greatly contrib-
uting to our debt problem.

Our governance structure 
has been weak. Parliament 
has been raising the borrow-
ing ceilings without asking 
the Executive hard questions. 
The ceiling now stands at 
Sh9 trillion and at this rate, 
it must be raised again by 
2022. The National Treasury 
has also failed in its role of 
managing debt. There are 
examples of where it has con-
cluded debt negotiations and 

paid commitment fees with-
out the loans being utilised. If 
we are not able to implement 
projects fast enough, why not 
wait and borrow when the 
country is ready?
Covid-19 has exposed the 
poor debt management for all 
to see. We borrow, get grants 
and gifts and the end result is 
misuse of resources. We shall 
be paying for this mess for 
some time.

I spent over 11 years working 
for a major US bank in the 
US, Nairobi and London. I 
had many customers in Af-
rica including governments, 
airlines and State-owned 
corporations. I had to deal 
with defaulting African gov-
ernments and their institu-
tions and part of my job was 
to follow up on these debts. I 
can tell you for free that when 
international lenders decide 

to recover their money, they 
will use all their resources to 
do so. It can be messy for the 
country, her credit ratings 
and ultimately for the com-
mon man. I would not want 
Kenya to get to that.
We should, therefore, accept 
that we have a problem. As a 
result, we should start negoti-
ations with our lenders to re-
structure our loans to soften 
the terms. This could involve 
trying to get reduced interest 
rates and lengthening of the 
loans’ maturity.

Reduce corruption

We should push for some 
write-offs even if we do not 
fall in the category of least 
developed countries. The 
Treasury recently rejected 
negotiations that would have 
assisted us through the G20 
mechanism and gave us lame 
excuses for doing so. We, in 
addition, should avoid any 
new expensive loans.
This should be followed by 
the introduction of strict 
measures to reduce corrup-
tion in our procurement pro-
cesses. We should review our 
methods of project prepa-
ration in order to ensure 
that we only undertake new 
projects that will lead to in-
creased productivity. If they 
do not meet the criteria, then 
we should drop them. The 
planned Debt Management 
Office structure should be 
put in place quickly so as to 
give it the necessary indepen-
dence from the day-to-day 
operations of the Treasury.
As in the case of a house-
hold budget, when things get 
tough, we should consider 
undertaking only the high 
priority projects. The govern-
ment should go back to the 
people and explain that the 
looming debt crisis is more 
pressing than some of the 
proposed projects.

-Mr Nyagah is a former Cabi-
net minister for Co-operatives

Our debt is quickly getting out of 
hand
Our debt crisis started when we made the decision to devel-
op our infrastructure so as to grow and develop our economy. 
This led us into investing in mega railway, power, roads, dams, 
irrigation and other large projects. It was an excellent idea. 
So, what went wrong and led us to the current situation?

JOE NYAGAH 
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could have all been different. Our 
own Amina Mohammed was an 
early front-runner but faltered due 
to factors both about her and largely 
about our country’s dysfunctional 
foreign policy. 
According to well-placed sources, 
Amina failed to get the crucial sup-
port of the EU because of her singu-
lar and combative style; with many 
diplomats citing their discomfort 
when they interacted with her when 
she chaired a WTO meeting in Nai-
robi in 2015. They felt what was 
needed was an individual with dip-
lomatic tact and consensus build-
ing to lead the WTO at this crucial 
time; qualities they concluded were 
conspicuous in Amina largely by 
their absence. 
Secondly and very crucially, It has 
also been suggested the support she 
received from her country was at 
best lukewarm, with foreign diplo-
mats confiding that the Kenyan am-
bassadors who could have lobbied 
and consolidated her support were 
at best inept and at worst clueless 
and naive individuals, very poorly 
versed with the intricate realities of 
diplomacy today. 
This felt like a dejavu similar to 
what she experienced in her attempt 
for the African Union’s Chair. That 
countries Kenya would regard as 
natural allies voted against her for 
the AU position shows just how 
poor Kenya is at lobbying interna-
tionally, reflected correctly by the 
professional competence and intel-
lectual quality of our ambassadors 
and diplomatic staff.
 If Kenya had a coherent and robust 
foreign ministry and foreign poli-
cy, Amina Mohammed who many 
agreed had a longer record on issues 
of trade than her rivals would have 
triumphed. Sadly, our country lacks 
the professional and political lead-
ership to articulate Kenya’s interest 
on the international stage. Dr Rob-

ert Ouko and to an extent Kalonzo 
Musyoka may have been the last 
foreign ministers who understood 
what the foreign affairs brief en-
tailed. 
We have had one of our own foreign 
ministers orchestrating the sale of 
Kenya’s embassy buildings abroad 
and benefiting privately from the 
sale. Today that individual harbours 
presidential ambitions. Gone are 

the days of the selfless Dr Njoroge 
Mungai, who as foreign minister 
successfully lobbied to bring the 
UNEP headquarters in Nairobi, the 
only UN headquarters in a third 
world country.
 We saw what a fiasco our foreign 
embassies and diplomats are when 
Kenyans suffered aggravated bigot-
ed attacks in China at the onset of 
the Covid pandemic. Their embas-

sy’s response was lamentable. Ken-
yans in the UK will remember our 
High Commission in London was 
largely unhelpful and only acted out 
of shame not duty, despite several 
Kenyans dying of Covid.
 While other countries have ensured 
their foreign affairs staff are the best 
they can have, it is evident that our 
foreign affairs staff are beholden to 
the favours of their political mas-

ters than their professionalism and 
diplomatic competence. And poli-
tics matter. It took President Kibaki’ 
stubborn patriotism and singular 
determination to land the excep-
tionally able Dr Mukhisa Kituyi as 
Secretary General of UNCTAD. Ki-
baki’s handlers and power brokers 
wanted another less competent in-
dividual for the post. 
Kibaki understood competence and 
merit, having himself risen through 
merit from an obscure village in 
Nyeri to State House. One wonders 
what special skills Manoah Esipisu 
holds to lead Kenya’s most strategic 
diplomatic posting in the EU. His 
predecessor Lazarus Amayo under-
stood the job and did it rather well 
earning the respect of Kenyans in 
the UK.
 The challenges of the future will 
require that Kenya appoint to dip-
lomatic postings only individuals 
best able to align our country’s in-
terest and to leave retirees and failed 
politicians out of diplomatic service 
altogether. 
Anybody visiting a Kenyan embassy 
abroad is met mostly by cold staff, 
socialised largely from the KANU 
era Bwana Mkubwa School of 
thinking. They see public service as 
an eating opportunity and expect to 
be worshipped by the Kenyans they 
should be selflessly serving. We saw 
the gusto with which the Nigerian 
ambassador confronted the Chinese 
authorities in China in defense of 
Nigerians after the racist attacks.
 Unlike our ambassador, the Ni-
gerian ambassador understood he 
was in China to represent Nigeria’s 
interests, not Chinese. Well the 
next WTO director may be Ngozi 
Okonjo-Iweala - a Nigerian! Amina 
Mohammed still has a future and a 
lot to offer. It is to be hoped that an 
international organisation is able to 
make better use of the many strong 
attributes her country could not 
make use of effectively, by choosing 
to make her in charge of sports- a 
ministry she had zero understand-
ing of. 

Kamau wa Ikui is a patriotic Kenyan 
who believes Kenya could do better.

Amina’s WTO Failure Reflects Kenya’s 
Dysfunctional Foreign Policy
 If Kenya had a coherent and robust foreign ministry and foreign policy, Amina 
Mohammed who many agreed had a longer record on issues of trade than her ri-
vals would have triumphed. Sadly, our country lacks the professional and politi-
cal leadership to articulate Kenya’s interest on the international stage. Dr Robert 
Ouko and to an extent Kalonzo Musyoka may have been the last foreign ministers 
who understood what the foreign affairs brief entailed. 

From Page 1

CS Amb. Amina Mohammed

By: Isaac Gitau Kinungi
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one voice for various issues 
that affect all in the Diaspora.
The core leaders are them-
selves leading key organiza-
tions with substantial mem-
bership. Those organizations 
have come together with the 
desire to join together and 
see how they can bring the 
disunited Diaspora commu-
nities together.
They arrange zoom confer-
ences in collaboration with 
the Kenyan Embassy to bring 
together the leaders in their 
forums to discuss all topics 
that are beneficial to those 
in Diaspora ranging from 
health, documents to invest-
ments.
The following is the initial 
structure but not conclusive 
as more are expected to con-
tinue joining the noble move-
ment.
Partners: Global Standards 
Institute, Global Diaspora 
Development Foundation, 
PENDO, KWITU, KESSA, 
KNCoED, Diaspora Life 
Show, Kenya USA Diaspora 
SACCO, Embassy of Kenya 
Washington DC.

INTRODUCTORY MES-
SAGE: I would like to wel-
come you to the inaugu-
ral zoom meeting to hear 
presentations from leading 
Kenyans in Diaspora repre-
senting their organizations 
around the subject of “Cele-
brating our oneness and Ken-
yan heroes of Diaspora”.
The conceptualization of this 
project to celebrate our one-
ness and heroes of the Ken-
yan diaspora is the work of 
dedicated champions from 
every discipline and walk of 
life. The idea is borne of the 
realization that even though 
we may have divergent views, 
there are areas in which we 
can forge common interest, 
engagement with other or-
ganizations and celebrate our 
achievements as a Diaspora. 

We also would like to ac-
knowledge there are many 
individuals and organiza-
tions that are doing a great 
service to the Diaspora, mak-
ing impactful contributions, 

positive influence to the com-
munity and nurturing our 
cohesive unity. We would like 
to recognize these efforts and 
initiatives in the year 2020.

We sent out survey question-
naires to many individuals 
and organizations globally 
for input and we have re-
ceived tremendous feedback, 
goodwill and nominees. In 
months coming after we con-
duct the survey evaluations 
we shall be announcing these 
heroes of Kenyan diaspora 
and at a later stage be able 
to introduce Hall of Fame of 
the diaspora. We shall also be 
having a forum to discuss our 
one voice for the Kenya dias-
pora.

This zoom meeting is the 
first of many sessions with 
others planned in September 
and December 2020. We are 
grateful to KESSA for the op-
portunity to host this forum 
on their platform. We are 
thankful to all the panelist, 
speakers and organizers for 
their time and effort on this 
initiative. Welcome and Kari-
bu!!- Dr. Robert Chiuri (Host 
and Moderator)

Zoom meeting: Link: 
h t t p s : / / u s 0 2 w e b. z o o m .
us/j/2125352977 ID: ID #: 
212 535 2977

Thursday July 23, 2020 // 8:00 
-10:00 pm

Panelists/presenters
Ambassador David Gache-
ru- Deputy Chief Mission, 
Embassy of Kenya Wash. DC
Prof. Philliph Mutisya- Sec-
retary General, Council of 
Elders-Diaspora
Lily Richards- National 
Chairperson, KWITU
Ralph Kilondu-Kenya Dias-
pora SACCO
Dr. Robert Chiuri- CEO, 
Global Standards Institute 
and GDDF (host & modera-
tor)
Chris Wamalwa- Diaspora 
Life Show (Co-host)

Bios of panelists

Ambassador David Gacheru 
is the Deputy Chief of Mis-
sion (DCM), Kenya Embassy 
in Washington, DC, United 
States. He has held this post 
since August 2015. Prior to 
diplomatic service, Gache-
ru held positions in the pri-
vate sector including more 
than 30 years with health 
institutions across the United 
States. He worked for INOVA 
Health Care in Virginia, the 
University of Massachusetts 
Healthcare system, and St. 
Luke’s/Roosevelt Hospital in 
New York. Gacheru’s current 
role includes facilitating for-
eign direct investment into 
Kenya, maintaining the rela-
tionship between Kenya and 
the U.S.’s development, trade 
and investment-focused in-
stitutions, engaging multi-
lateral institutions and facil-
itating the smooth operation 
of their activities in Kenya, 
and managing Kenya’s rela-
tionships with U.S. corpora-
tions. Others include scaling 
up linkages and networks 
to market Kenya’s products 
in the United States and 
showcasing opportunities to 
trade and invest in Kenya. 
He is also responsible for fa-
cilitating people-to-people 
exchanges through partner-
ships with educational in-
stitutions in Kenya and the 
United States. Ambassador 
Gacheru holds an MBA in 
Financial Accounting from 
Anna Maria Paxton, a BSC 
in Nuclear Medicine from 
Jersey City University, Unix 
system administrative/pro-
graming certification from 
Pace University in New York 
City. He is also a graduate in 
Tropical clinical Medicine 
Diploma from Kenya Medi-
cal Training Center, Nairobi, 
Kenya.

Ralph Kilondu is a successful 
Businessman of more than 20 
years.  With a background in 
Mechanical Engineering and 
Business Management, he is 
the founder and Board mem-
ber of several professional 
and network organizations 
based in Atlanta and different 

parts of Africa.

He is a founding member 
and member of the Execu-
tive Board of a leading Ken-
ya-USA Diaspora Sacco.  He 
is the Honorary Secretary of 
the Executive Board of Direc-
tors of the Sacco.

Based in Atlanta, Georgia, 
Kilondu is the President and 
CEO of Alpha Couriers of 
Atlanta Inc. group of com-
panies, Crest Ace Assets (K) 
Ltd. In addition, he has a vast 
interest in farming in Kenya.

Kilondu is deeply involved in 
philanthropy and has been 
instrumental in organizing 
and leading medical camps 
to Kenya where 5000 patients 
have received free medical 
care.  He has also helped edu-
cate more than 300 boys and 
girls from poor families in 
Kenya through high school 
and university education. He 
has also served the Kenya 
Studies and Scholars Associ-
ation (KESSA) as a member 
and Chair of its 2017 Anni-
versary Fund Raising Com-
mittee.

Kilondu has received many 
awards over the years that in-
clude the Association of Ken-
yan professionals in Atlanta 
Kenyan of the Year Award 
in 2003 (awarded by Prof. 
Micere Mugo and Dr. Mukh-
isa Kituyi) and The Business 
and Entrepreneurship 2019 
award for the innovative 
manner of doing Business in 
Houston, Texas.

Robert Chiuri is CEO and 
chair of Global Standards Re-
sources & Institute (USA), a 
company involved in certifi-
cations, manufacturing qual-
ity audits, and management 
consulting having worked for 
many international firms in 
various senior leadership ca-
pacities.  Chiuri is a certified 
global standards lead auditor 
for various audit schemes in-
cluding Quality Management 
Systems (QMS), Internation-
al Organization of Standard-
ization (ISO), Global Food 
Safety Initiative GFSI’s BRC, 

SQF and FSSC among others. 

Chiuri completed a doctor-
ate in Business Administra-
tion and Global Management 
at the School of Advanced 
Studies, University of Phoe-
nix, Arizona, USA, in 2015. 
He has completed several 
research studies that are var-
ious stages of peer-review for 
publication in journals. These 
include an empirical study on 
the “correlation between food 
safety auditing and business 
competitiveness of small and 
medium enterprises” (2015). 
Chiuri holds an Executive 
Master’s Degree in Interna-
tional Business and another 
in Business Administration- 
Enterprise Development.

Chiuri has had quality and 
food safety experience in 
some of the leading food in-
dustry companies including 
Coca Cola, Hostess Wonder 
Bread, Ronnoco, Kellogg’s, 
Maplehurst and Mars Pet-
care. Chiuri has led and man-
aged various departments 
including operations, supply 
chain, food safety and quality 
assurance reporting to the se-
nior VPs of these companies. 
He was Corporate Food Safe-
ty Auditor for Kelloggs, over-
seeing and preparing food 
safety audits for six locations 
based at Zanesville Ohio. 
Chiuri is an alumni of the 
AIB Food Science & quality 
Auditing and attended many 
courses organized by AIB In-
ternational. He is also an in-
dependent contract auditor.

Since becoming an auditor in 
2005, Chiuri has performed 
over 600 audits, certified 400 
companies in ISO, SQF, BRC, 
FSSC or other third party 
certifications as an indepen-
dent contractor, lead auditor 
or assessor. He has worked 
with companies across the 
food industry in over 25 food 
sector categories. Chiuri’s 
current role is in food safety, 
business development, audi-
tor competency, certification 
process review and consult-
ing on performance capacity 
building.

Chiuri has also been involved 
extensively in communi-
ty-based organizations as an 
organizer, counsellor, train-
er, speaker, facilitator and 
leading various initiatives 
and social enterprises. Chiuri 
leads several nonprofit orga-
nizations and is in the board 
of reputable institutions 
supporting community en-

gagements, including Glob-
al Diaspora Development 
Foundation GDDF, PENDO, 
and Angaza Festival.

Lilly A. Okech is Founder and 
President of Kenyan Women 
In The USA (KWITU) INC., 
owner of Lavish by Lilly, and 
chairperson of Our Maasai 
kids Foundation. 

She is responsible for the 
strategic leadership of KWI-
TU and has a great desire 
to see more women in lead-
ership especially within di-
aspora organizations and 
government. KWITU of-
fers many opportunities for 
women to become leaders 
in various capacities within 
the organization.  KWITU 
INC is a nongovernmental 
and nonpartisan organiza-
tion that aims to connect, 
empower and support Ken-
yan women living in the USA 
through mentorship, career 
and leadership development, 
personal support, and peer-
to-peer advice. KWITU 
partners with organizations 
that promote women’s rights 
and fight against social in-
justices against women, thus 
connects Kenyan women in 
the USA via the social media 
platform on Facebook, cur-
rently with a membership of 
over 13,000, workshops, net-
working meet-ups, cultural 
events, community enrich-
ment programs and annual 
grand reunions.

Lilly is an advocate for wom-
en and children. She is col-
laborating with results.org to 
help influence political deci-
sions and bring an end to pre-
ventable maternal and child 
deaths. He also collaborates 
with the mom congress to 
advocate for maternal health. 
She has spoken at various 
high-profile events, including 
the Annual USA-Africa In-
ternational Economic Devel-

Dr Robert Chiuri Is On A journey Of 
Coordinating Selfless Leaders While 
Seeking Diaspora Unity

By: Dr Robert Chiuri
.................................
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It all starts with a couple of 
beers.
Story: I was seeing the Sub-
stance Abuse clients while 
their Therapist was on vaca-
tion. So my progress notes 
read “admits drinking 2 
glasses”
The therapist returned. Read 
the notes and said, rewrite 
them to “Denies consuming 
alcohol. Reports taking a 
couple. Of beers.”
So to checkout this phenom-
enon next time at Apple Bees. 
I went and sat on the High 
Stool at the Bar to observe. 
After all I studied Sociology 
at the University. It included 
a lot of observations..
I have never drunk in my 
45+ years, except a sip of 
wine for Holy Communion 
in P.C.E.A. Now I am in a 
Charismatic Church, we give 
grape juice. Back to Apple 
bees. The customer asked 
for Blue Moon. He showed 
the ID. He was served Dou-
bles…2 Tall Glasses of beer. 
Buy one get one free. And on 
like that. The Bartender said. 
And you Ma’am…just water. 
Really.
Back to the Therapist…Hi 
Wambui the patient doesn’t 
remember how many after 
those 2. He says a Couple” 
coz that’s all he remembers. 
Now I know. It started with a 
couple. It was the same on the 
Streets of Las Vegas. Buy one 
can for 50cts. Get a second 
one FREE. A couple of beers.

A. L. C O.H. 0. L. I .S . M

Lets make a distinction be-
tween 3 types of Alcoholic 
habits.

(1). Consuming large 
amounts of alcohol at once.

You have noticed every se-
mester that some college 

student die from this habit. 
Usually its done under a lot 
of peer pressure. Kids use the 
keg stand…you are upside 
down, instead of chugging 
while standing you are chug-
ging upside down.
Alcohol gets shot straight to 
your brain and body. Or they 
use a funnel. They attach a 
tube to a funnel, you hold 
the tube in your mouth and 
the beer is poured into the 
tube via the funnel. So, now 
one drinks a lot of beer on 
seconds… all at once. The 
body cannot handle or can-
not break down alcohol con-
sumed in such large amounts 
in a short amount of time. It 
is toxic and lethal.
That person who died of al-
cohol poisoning may not 
even be an alcoholic and was 
just experimenting. A lot of 
young kids get beyond wast-
ed…sometimes they cannot 

tell when a kid died coz a 
good number drink the same 
amount of alcohol and some 
die. Others throw up or choke 
on their vomit while others 
live but blackout. Remember 
different body types respond 
differently to alcohol…based 
on weight, height and even 
age and gender. Women get 
drunk faster.  It’s very all so 
sad.

(2). The weekend social 
drinker with his buddies. 
This is the Social drinker. The 
person Goes out to just have 
fun…drinking with friends.

The buddies help to remind 
a person “Hey that’s enough 
lets go” and sometimes they 
even hide the keys and call 
Uber. You know Buddies 
look out for each other and 
they act as a moral compass. 
They are then the ones who 

remind you we have work to-
morrow…

But note these 2 are on their 
way to becoming Alcoholics, 
if no intervention is put in 
place and for that matter ear-
ly enough before it gets out of 
control.

(3). The Alcoholic is depen-
dent on alcohol to function 
or not function. 

He/she withdraws and drinks 
alone. Doesn’t want that 
moral compass telling loud-
ly hey…that’s enough. The 
Alcohol drowns out the con-
science. Like Jimmney Crick-
et. Conscious is no longer 
your guide. Alcohol begins 
to replace people, work and 
even family. Buries oneself in 
the alcohol. Cannot function 
without it.
The alcoholic drinks some-

times every day…and will 
sleep or pass out sometimes 
for many hours.
Alcoholism begins to get a 
person in trouble with the 
Law and always fighting with 
buddies develops explosive 
Violent tendencies. More 
black outs. More hookups 
with strangers. Waking up 
in strange places, strange 
beds, strange, people. They 
don’t remember how they got 
there. It is no longer fun.
Buddies go on to do their 
thing and the alcoholic sinks 
alone into the deep abyss. 
All those unexplained situa-
tions. Loss of things like cell 
phones, keys, IDs, DL
Alcoholism like other mental 
health issues, doesn’t know 
race, religion, age, country 
of origin or gender, marital, 
status, education…or im-
migration status. Two years 
ago I saw a young man with 

a green card in his pocket 
being deported. Root Cause-
DUI. Get 3 in GA and you are 
Africa bound.

How can you tell its getting 
out of control?

Duration/how long ago has 
this habit been set in-years*.
Intensity/ Is it binging, social 
or in isolation as in above 1, 
2 or 3
Function/Is this behavior in-
terfering with daily functions 
of work, school. Family, and 
other responsibilities.

*When a problem has been 
set in for a long time, it will 
take longer to overcome.
Alcoholism has now been 
classified as a disease, so help 
Is available.
It is a drug of choice stem-
ming from behavior issues. If 
you are sad or feel depressed 
that’s not the time to drink.
Alcohol is a gateway drug 
to all other addictions. I like 
to call it the “Come We Stay 
Mother of Addictions.”
It offers one a temporary es-
cape from temporary or per-
manent problems, but it cre-
ates more intense and deep 
seated issues.
Used: Am writing from the 
counseling notes…In my 
head.

Disclaimer: Am not an Al-
cohol & Drug or Substance 
Abuse Counselor.
Next Time:  Talk about how 
do people get drawn to Alco-
hol?
Think: THE FIRST PROB-
LEM : DENIAL
PEOPLE DENY THEY 
HAVE A PROBLEM
Then: The FIRST STEP TO 
HELP: ADMIT YOU HAVE 
A PROBLEM.
Till tomorrow. Think on 
these things.

Rev Wambui Njoroge Msc
Board Member Central Orga-
nization For Diaspora Unity 
(C.O.D.U.)

The Hot Debate: C.O.D.U. 
To Champion For A Sober Diaspora

I have never drunk in my 45+ years, except a sip of wine for Holy Com-
munion in P.C.E.A. Now I am in a Charismatic Church, we give grape 
juice. Back to Apple bees. The customer asked for Blue Moon. He showed 
the ID. He was served Doubles…2 Tall Glasses of beer. Buy one get one 
free. And on like that. The Bartender said. And you Ma’am…just water. 
Really.

Rev. Wambui Njoroge Msc.

By: Rev Wambui 
Njoroge Msc 
 ...................................

From Page 1
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opment Summit of 2017 in 
Washington DC and Jamhuri 
Day scholarship and awards 
of 2017 in Ontario Canada.

In the year 2016, Lilly was a 
recipient of the Jamhuri Day 
Award for dedicated service 
and exemplary leadership to 
KWITU (awarded by Am-
bassador Robinson Githae). 
Other recognitions include 
Mashujaa Awards (2015 & 
2017) for social media aware-
ness and the best community 
organizer, respectively.  He 
received Image Award by Af-

rican Network of South West 
Florida for her selfless work 
and service, and for becom-
ing a role model to members 
of the African Diaspora in 
the USA.                            

Philliph M. Mutisya is Pro-
fessor and Coordinator of 
Educational Technology at 
North Carolina Central Uni-
versity. He holds a Doctor of 
Education and Master of Ed-
ucation from Massachusetts, 
Amherst. His doctorate de-
gree is in Instructional Lead-
ership with concentration in 
Curriculum Development in 
Multicultural and Bilingual 
Education, and his Master’s 
degree in Education in Inter-
national Education. 
He has more than 30 years’ ex-
perience in higher Education 
especially ion Instructional 
Training and Development 

in Education, Curriculum 
Development (Policy and Re-
search Evaluation, Program 
Designing, Assessment, and 
Evaluation). He has extensive 
experience in Profession-
al Development for faculty 
and Education Professionals 
(K-20). Currently teaches 
and coordinates Educational 
Technology program in the 
school of Education. 

He has been instrumental 
in developing institutional 
and research organizational 
partnership including Global 
Peace Foundation (GPF). The 
partnership between GPF 
and NCCU Global Partner-
ship HUB resulted in creation 

of the first NCCU Honors 
program LEAP HUB Men-
toring program, the first GPF 
program to enhance Peace 
Capacity Building in higher 
education. Certification ar-
eas: Character Education), 
Process Education Trainer, 
a 21st Century Transforma-
tional approach to Teach-
ing and Learning, Executive 
Member in various Boards of 
Directors including: 
The Academy of Process Ed-
ucation (www.processedu-
cation.org), WWW.AAER.
ORG, Association for Ad-
vancement of Educational 
Research, kessa.org and Sec-
retary General for the Kenya 
National Council of Elders 

Diaspora Inc. He is the Lead 
Founder of the Diaspora 
University in Kenya planned 
to open in 2021. Research 
includes” instructional lead-
ership and curriculum devel-
opment including: Research 
Capacity building in inter-
disciplinary Critical Pedago-
gy/Andragogy and Diversi-
ty, multicultural Education, 
Cultural Identity, Education-
al Entrepreneurship, Educa-
tional Psychology, and Philo-
sophical/Social Foundations 
of Education, Professional 
Training and Development 
in International and Global 
Education Literacy.

Contd from page 6

By: Philliph Mutisya, 
Ed.D.
.................................
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turn for money, he came up 
with a bright idea. He and a 
friend decided to host a mu-
sical concert on campus to 
raise money for their educa-
tion.
They reached out to the great 
pianist Ignacy J. Paderewski. 
His manager demanded a 
guaranteed fee of $2000 for 
the piano recital. A deal was 
struck and the boys began to 
work to make the concert a 
success.
The big day arrived. But un-
fortunately, they had not 
managed to sell enough tick-
ets. The total collection was 
only $1600. Disappointed, 
they went to Paderewski and 
explained their plight. They 
gave him the entire $1600, 
plus a cheque for the balance 
$400. They promised to hon-
our the cheque at the soonest 
possible.
“No,” said Paderewski. “This 
is not acceptable.” He tore 
up the cheque, returned the 
$1600 and told the two boys: 
“Here’s the $1600. Please 
deduct whatever expenses 
you have incurred. Keep the 
money you need for your 
fees. And just give me what-
ever is left”. The boys were 
surprised, and thanked him 
profusely.
It was a small act of kindness. 
But it clearly marked out Pa-
derewski as a great human 
being.
Why should he help two peo-
ple he did not even know? We 
all come across situations like 
these in our lives. And most 
of us only think “If I help 
them, what would happen to 
me?” The truly great people 
think, “If I don’t help them, 
what will happen to them?” 
They don’t do it expecting 
something in return. They 
do it because they feel it’s the 
right thing to do.
Paderewski later went on to 
become the Prime Minister 
of Poland. He was a great 
leader, but unfortunately 
when the World War began, 
Poland was ravaged. There 
were more than _1.5 million 
people starving in his coun-
try, and no money to feed 
them. Paderewski did not 

know where to turn for help. 
He reached out to the US 
Food and Relief Administra-
tion for help.

He heard there was a man 
called Herbert Hoover, who 
later went on to become the 
US President. Hoover agreed 
to help and quickly shipped 
tons of food grains to feed the 
starving Polish people.
A calamity was averted. Pad-
erewski was relieved.
He decided to go across to 
meet Hoover and personally 
thank him. When Paderews-
kibegan to thank Hoover 
for his noble gesture Hoover 
quickly interjected and said, “ 
You shouldn’t be thanking me 
Mr. Prime Minister. You may 
not remember this, but sever-
al years ago, you helped two 
young students go through 
college. I was one of them.”
The world is a wonderful 
place. What goes around 
comes around. Please help 
others to the best of your abil-
ity. In the long run you may 
be helping yourself. God nev-
er forgets anyone who sows a 
good seed in other people.
Nothing in nature lives for 
itself. Rivers don’t drink their 

own water. Trees don’t eat 
their own fruit. Sun doesn’t 
give heat for itself. Flowers 
don’t spread fragrance for 
themselves. Living for oth-
ers is the rule of nature. And 
therein lies the secret of liv-
ing.

If you find this useful please 
pass it on.

The Small Things In Life Can Later 
Shape The Destiny Of Mankind

Destinty

“No,” said Paderewski. “This is not acceptable.” He tore up the cheque, returned 
the $1600 and told the two boys: “Here’s the $1600. Please deduct whatever ex-
penses you have incurred. Keep the money you need for your fees. And just give 
me whatever is left”. The boys were surprised, and thanked him profusely.
By: Angel Winaina
 .................................
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Great pianist Ignacy J. Paderewski

Paderewski later went on to become the Prime Minister of Poland
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Justice For Teacher Emmy Who was set 
on fire by the man she loved.
“I took my daughter through college and secured her employment so she could see 
her children through their education. Several times I have tried to resolve their 
conflicts hoping they would settle and live peacefully. I am deeply pained. It is 
painful for any parent to lose a child. Mine is extremely painful, owing to circum-
stances surrounding her death,” Mr Mitey said.

JUSTICE DIASPORA TIMES |  SUN-SAT OCT 18 - OCT 24, 2020

What you need to know:

Emmy, 45, had left her matri-
monial home in Kobel earlier 
and she requested that her fa-
ther, a local chief, and some 
elders accompany her to try 
and reconcile her with her 
husband.
Nobody really knows what 
transpired between the time 
the family finished dinner 
and left Emmy in her moth-
er’s kitchen on the fateful 
October 3, and when Tonui 
entered and set her ablaze.
They had a quarrel and 
Emmy Chepkoech Mitey, 
the deputy head-teacher of 
Cheptalal Primary School, 
decided to leave. 
Three weeks later, her hus-
band Robert Tonui followed 
her to her father’s house 
in Seanin, Konoin, Bomet 
County, doused her in petrol 
and set her alight.
She died days later.
Nobody really knows what 
transpired between the time 
the family finished dinner 
and left Emmy in her moth-
er’s kitchen on the fateful 
October 3, and when Tonui 
entered and set her ablaze.
The family had three weeks 
earlier welcomed their 
daughter home to stay with 
them until she was comfort-
able to return to her matri-
monial home.
“My sister has been having 
issues in her marriage for a 
long time,” Emmy’s sister, Su-
san Mitey told the Nation.
“Her husband has over the 
years been violent and irre-
sponsible. She always com-
plained that he did not help 
in taking care of their seven 
children,” she said.
Emmy, 45, had left her matri-
monial home in Kobel earlier 
and she requested that her fa-
ther, a local chief, and some 
elders accompany her to try 
and reconcile her with her 
husband.
“Upon arrival, her husband 
locked himself in the house 
and refused to open despite 
the chief and elders trying 
hard to persuade him. The 
meeting, therefore, did not 

take place and my parents 
returned home together with 
my sister,” Susan said.

Retire for bed

“That night at around 9pm 
and after everyone had din-
ner in the kitchen that is sep-
arate from the main house, 
it was time to retire to bed. 
Everyone left except my sis-
ter and her six-year-old son. 
The man entered the kitch-
en and poured petrol on her 

while she was sitting by the 
fireplace. He then lit the fire, 
burning her.”
Emmy sustained burns all 
over her body and was taken 
to Litein Mission Hospital by 
a neighbour.
Later, she was transferred to 
Tenwek Hospital, where she 
was admitted to the Inten-
sive Care Unit. The doctor’s 
report indicates that she sus-
tained 97 per cent burns on 
her body.
Immediately after commit-

ting the heinous act, Tonui 
disappeared into thin air, and 
to date, police are in a fine 
tooth comb search for him 
in several places in Bomet 
County— including Kapset 
where his original home is 
and in Kobel, where he ran a 
carpentry shop.
Emmy, who was ironically 
the chairperson of Beacon of 
Hope,  an organisation that 
seeks to eliminate all forms 
of gender-based violence in 
Bomet, died on October 7 at 

the High Dependency Unit 
of Tenwek Hospital. “My el-
der sister was in excruciating 
pain. She went through what 
no human being should ever 
go through,” a distraught Su-
san said. “She was a fighter. 
She was a ray of hope and 
sunshine and we will miss 
her,” said Susan.
Emmy’s father, Billy Mit-
ey, told the Nation that his 
daughter was unique, hard-
working and a devoted 
Christian who did not like to 

see other people suffer.
“I took my daughter through 
college and secured her em-
ployment so she could see her 
children through their edu-
cation. Several times I have 
tried to resolve their conflicts 
hoping they would settle and 
live peacefully. I am deeply 
pained. It is painful for any 
parent to lose a child. Mine 
is extremely painful, owing to 
circumstances surrounding 
her death,” Mr Mitey said.

Having burns

The retired education officer 
recalled seeing his daughter 
in hospital, having burns all 
over her body. He said all he 
wants is justice.
He asked the police to expe-
dite their search for the sus-
pect and arrest him. Konoin 
Sub-County Police Com-
mander Alexander Shikon-
di said the police were still 
searching for Tonui.
“The man has been on the 
run but DCI officers are 
tracking him,” he said.
Cases of domestic violence 
have been on the rise during 
Covid-19 pandemic, with 
some people having killed or 
seriously injured their spous-
es and children.
The State Department for 
Gender estimates that in 
Kenya, 45 per cent of women 
aged 15-49 have experienced 
physical violence, with 14 per 
cent having experienced sex-
ual violence.
On July, 6, President Uhuru 
Kenyatta directed the Nation-
al Crime Research Centre to 
probe the increasing number 
of cases of gender-based vio-
lence.
scherono@ke.nationmedia.
com

By: Stella Cherono 
.................................

Cheptalal Primary School deputy head teacher Emmy Chepkoech Mitey, who was set on fire her husband
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Nurse who spoke at RNC arrested for 
shooting woman in the stomach

Toddler Dies In Hot Car After Father 
Allegedly Refuses Police’s Offer To 
Break Windows

Ford, 39, who was identified as Amy Thorn in the court filing, was charged with 
malicious or unlawful assault after shooting a woman in her abdomen in Wil-
liamson, West Virginia. The victim has been identified by WSAZ -TV as Jonda 
Whitt.

Sidney Deal, 27, was arrested on Monday after rebuffing help from both his 
brother and the police to smash open the windows and rescue his dying daughter 
Sayah, claiming that he couldn’t afford to pay for any damages to his new car, The 
Las Vegas Review-Journal reported.

Amy Ford, a West Virgin-
ia nurse who spoke at this 
year’s Republican National 
Convention, was arrested 
on Saturday after shooting a 
woman in the stomach in her 
hometown.
Ford, 39, who was identified 
as Amy Thorn in the court 
filing, was charged with mali-
cious or unlawful assault after 
shooting a woman in her ab-
domen in Williamson, West 
Virginia. The victim has been 
identified by WSAZ -TV as 
Jonda Whitt.
Ford also goes by Amy John-
son, the local news outlet re-
ports. 

While details of the incident 
remain unknown, Mingo 
County Police Chief Grady 
Dotson stated that Ford 

claims she acted in self-de-
fense, according to WCHS-
TV. Whitt is being treated at a 
local hospital and her injuries 

are not life-threatening.
READ MORE: Candace Ow-
ens team paid for attendees to 
travel to White House event
Ford posted bond and has 
been released from custody.
Ford first caught the public’s 
eye when she volunteered to 
treat COVID-19 patients at a 
New York City hospital in the 
early months of the coronavi-
rus crisis in the United States. 
WCHS-TV reported that the 
Mingo County mother of 
three traveled there to work 
in overstretched hospitals 
when the state was the epi-
center of the outbreak.
With little cases in West Vir-
ginia at the time, Ford said 
treating COVID-19 patients 
in New York gave her a full-
er understanding of how bad 

the pandemic was getting, 
stating “once I was able to 
come [to New York] and see 
it for myself, at this point in 
time, that’s the only way we’re 
going to slow it down so we 
can get ahead of it.”
She was invited to speak at 
the 2020 RNC in August, 
where she spoke of her story 
and praised President Donald 
Trump for his administra-
tion’s response to COVID-19.
“President Trump recognized 
the threat this virus present-
ed for all Americans early 
on, and made rapid policy 
changes,” Ford, referring to 
the expansion of telehealth 
services, said in her near-
ly three-minute speech. “As 
a health-care professional I 
can tell you without hesita-

tion: Donald Trump’s quick 
action and leadership saved 
thousands of lives during 
COVID-19, and the benefits 
of that response extend far 
beyond coronavirus.”
Ford’s comments about 
Trump’s response came 
weeks before the Washington 
Post reported that an audio-
tape from interviews that vet-
eran journalist Bob Wood-
ward conducted with Trump 
revealed that the president 
intentionally downplayed the 
seriousness of the virus.
“I wanted to always play it 
down,” Trump told Wood-
ward back in March.
“I still like playing it down, 
because I don’t want to create 
a panic.”

A 1-year-old girl in Las Vegas 
is dead after she was acciden-
tally locked inside of a hot 
car and her father refused to 
break open the windows, ac-
cording to authorities.
Sidney Deal, 27, was arrested 
on Monday after rebuffing 
help from both his brother 
and the police to smash open 
the windows and rescue his 
dying daughter Sayah, claim-
ing that he couldn’t afford to 
pay for any damages to his 
new car, The Las Vegas Re-
view-Journal reported.
Officers were called to the 
scene at around 3:30 p.m. 

and offered to break the win-
dows, call a tow truck or get a 
locksmith for Deal, who had 
left his keys inside the car, 
according to the outlet, citing 
an arrest report from the Las 
Vegas Metropolitan Police 
Department.

Authorities said Deal de-
clined and told responding 
officers that the child would 
be fine as the air conditioner 
was running. Instead, Deal 
called his brother.
When the brother arrived 
and offered to punch out the 

window, Deal “stopped him 
and said he wanted to wait 
for a tow truck” and “insisted 
he not damage his new vehi-
cle, stating he had just bought 
the car and did not have the 
money to repair a broken 
window,” the report said, ac-
cording to The Las Vegas Re-
view-Journal.
Deal’s girlfriend also alleged-
ly told police that she had 
called a locksmith, but the 
dad didn’t like the price they 
quoted so he denied their 
services, the outlet reported.
Police believe Sayah had been 
inside the hot car for about 
an hour when an officer was 
finally able to break open a 
window, Las Vegas Sun re-

ported.
Unfortunately, Sayah was al-
ready dead, according to the 
publication.
Police spokesman Larry 
Hadfield said Tuesday that 
the officers waited to break 
the window because Deal 
was adamant about protect-
ing the car and they could see 
the child breathing.
“The dad said that the A/C 
was on and the kid was play-
ing, and when the officers 
arrived, they saw that she 
was breathing” Hadfield said 
according to the Journal-Re-
view. “But when the officers 
got concerned for the child’s 
well-being, they broke the 
window.”

The Las Vegas Metropolitan 
Police Department did not 
comment when contacted by 
PEOPLE.
Deal was scheduled to appear 
in court on Tuesday, but did 
not attend the hearing due to 
medical reasons, KVVU re-
ported.
According to online jail re-
cords, Deal is currently held 
Clark County Detention 
Center on $20,000 bail. His 
next hearing is set for Thurs-
day.
It is unclear if Deal has re-
tained an attorney who can 
speak on his behalf.

By: Matthew Allen 
.................................

By: Gabrielle Chung  
.................................
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Amy Ford claims she shot the woman in 

self-defense

Authorities said Sidney Deal declined police’s offers to break 
the windows, call a tow truck or get a locksmith when his 
daughter Sayah was locked in a hot car
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gency,” Peter’s family left 
Ndeiya and moved to the 
Maasai side of Sultan Hamud 
to escape being sent to con-
centration camps by the co-
lonialists. For Peter, he could 
not move with his parents to 
the new land because there 
were no schools available 
there. As a result, he began 
attending school in Ndeiya 
under the tutelage of his un-
cle. During his early years in 
Kenya, Peter remembers the 
tensions brought about by 
the deep-seated hatred of the 
British toward the Agikuyu in 
the 1950s. The British knew 
independence was imminent 
and given their preference 
to Majimboism, they were 
apprehensive about the Agi-
kuyu living in parts of Ngong 
that were home to the Maa-
sai community, and wanted 
them moved to Kiambu and 
Murang’a.
This idea was offensive to the 
Agikuyu, and their leaders 
beseeched the DO to grant 
them more time to find a 
resolution to the matter. In 
three months, the local chiefs 
called a follow-up meeting in 
which the Agikuyu leaders 
cunningly denied connec-
tion to the Agikuyu. Peter 
explained:
“The Agikuyu leaders told 
the chiefs and the DO: We 
hear you want to take us to 
Kiambu and Murang’a, where 
the Agikuyu people live. We 
hear the Agikuyu eat people. 
We do not want to be eaten. 
It is better to be killed by the 
guns you are holding than 
end up being eaten.”
Needless to say, the admin-
istrative government was 
shocked by this new intel-
ligence. In the end, a com-
promise was reached and the 
Agikuyu in Ngong would not 
be moved back to Kiambu 
and Murang’a, rather they 
would be settled around  Ol-
orua, Matasia, Kiserian, and 
Ongata Rongai. Peter’s par-
ents settled in Matasia Vil-

lage, where a distant relative 
helped them find their foot-
ing. It is in Matasia where 
Peter would rejoin his family.
Peter and his countrymen 
were ready for independence, 
and he distinctly remembers 
the feeling he had regarding 
the prevailing political cli-
mate in the late 50’s:  “There 
was this palpable air of free-
dom reverberating across 
the country. Some of the 
Manyani prisoners had been 
released, and it was apparent 
that even those held would be 
released in a short matter of 
time. Fathers who had been 
in concentration camps were 
also being released and re-
joining their families.  Free-
dom and independence was 
an idea no one could stop.” 

Continuing in that spirit of 
independence, Peter’s fa-
ther partnered with several 
friends to build a hotel in 
Ngong which they named, 
Munyaka.  The children of 
the owners would occasion-
ally help in running the hotel; 
this is where Peter got his big 
break as he notes:
“I finished the Kenya African 
Primary Education (KAPET) 
exam and scored less than 
satisfactory grades to be ad-
mitted in a government high 
school.  Occasionally, I would 
attend political meetings 
where some of the speakers 
included Tom Mboya, Waiya-
ki Hinga, James Gichuru, 
Julius Nyerere among many 
others. It is in the meetings 
where I heard Mboya was a  

friend of the elite Kennedy 
family in America and that 
he partnered with the Kenne-
dys to send Kenyan students 
to colleges in America.”
Further, some of Peter’s 
friends had become bene-
ficiaries of the airlifts. Oth-
er airlift beneficiaries used 
to visit the Munyaka hotel 
where Peter would befriend 
them or learn something new 
about the airlift program.  It 
wasn’t long before he met a 
young man who was travel-
ing to America for his High 
school education. Peter ob-
served:
“I took my external (KAPET) 
exams at the Ralph Bunche 
Academy in Nairobi which 
was run by Dr. Gikonyo Ki-
ano’s wife and passed and  

I was set to join Teachers 
Training College. By luck or a 
miracle, I happened to meet 
a young man who was leav-
ing for Seattle. I asked him 
if he would be kind enough 
to share the address of his 
cousin who was in Seattle so 
that I could write to him and 
express my desire to study 
in America. I also sent ap-
plications to a number of 
high schools in Seattle. I was 
accepted! My only obstacle 
was convincing my father to 
raise the necessary funds to 
send me to America.  After 
my friend discussed it with 
him and explained what was 
involved, and he helped me 
raise Ksh 3,000, but it wasn’t 
enough.”
Although Peter and his father 

didn’t have enough money, 
they went to Pan Ameri-
can Airlines to book a flight 
anyway. Peter explained his 
situation, and the end result 
was that he was able to get a  
flight from Nairobi to Ontar-
io, Canada via London. From 
Ontario, he took a three-day 
journey on a Greyhound Bus 
to Seattle.
In November of 1963, Peter 
finally arrived in Seattle. His 
dream was to become a phy-
sician. He wanted to get the 
best of what America had to 
offer because he wanted to 
return to Kenya and help his 

Peter Gishuru From Seattle Washington 
Is Among The Pioneers Of Tom Mboya 
Student Airlift To USA

Peter Gishuru at his home in Seattle, Washington during the interview

.................................
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To date, Peter Gishuru has lived in America longer than he lived in Kenya and 
currently resides with his wife and his adult American born children in Seattle, 
Washington. 
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Contd Page 15



15

motherland with the knowl-
edge he had acquired abroad.  
He attended Seattle Univer-
sity and graduated with a 
degree in Chemistry. When 
preparing to go to medical 
school, Peter was informed 
that his mother was extreme-
ly sick back home. Being the 
first born, he had to pause his 
medical school and go tend to 
his ailing mother. Later when 
he returned to Seattle, instead 
of becoming a physician as he 
intended, he became a sub-
stance abuse counselor.
After graduating from the 
university, Gishuru was still 
single. His mother was ex-
tremely concerned about him 
being unmarried.  She sent a 
message communicating to 
him that if he did not marry 
soon, she would have to seek 
out the intervention of a witch 
doctor! With this in mind,  he 
contacted a few of his friends 
in London while he prepared 
for his flight to Kenya. He 
knew that he would have 
a long layover, therefore, 
he asked his friends if they 
knew of any single girls that 

they could introduce him to 
in London. His friends were 
successful in setting him up 
with a lovely girl, Njambi, 
who was working in London 
for the Kenya Tourism Agen-
cy. He eventually convinced 
Njambi to marry him, and 
she moved with him to Seat-
tle. They have been married 
now for over 40 years.
In addition to being a sub-
stance abuse counselor, Gi-
shuru started a curio busi-
ness selling African artifacts 
which became an instant 
success in the 14 years it op-
erated, before winding down, 
unable to compete with Am-
azon and other upcoming 
technology-oriented compet-
itors.
Gishuru continued his in-
terest in politics and noticed 
that toward the end of the 
cold war in the 1990s, Afri-
cans in Diaspora were feeling 
marginalized. He wanted to 
be an effective change agent 
for his countrymen, there-
fore, he created the African 
Chamber of Commerce.
The ultimate goal of the or-
ganization was to educate 
Americans about Africa. 
Their mission was to im-
prove the image of Africa in 
order for it to be viewed as a 

business partner instead of a 
continent dependent on for-
eign aid.  As he was working 
with the African Chamber 
of Commerce, he was intro-
duced to Jim McDermont, 
a medical doctor who had 
recently returned to Seattle 
from then Zaire.
Dr. Jim McDermott was run-
ning for a Congressional seat 
in Washington’s 7th District.  
He was fond of Africa, and 
Gishuru believed that his 
new friend could be the voice 
for Africa in the United States 
Congress. He fondly remem-
bers Congressman McDer-
mott asking him, “What can 
I do for Africa?”
Congressman McDermott 
went on to introduce legis-
lation called AGOA (Afri-
can Growth and Opportu-
nity Act) which opened the 
American market for African 
products. Peter recounts that 
period:
“Congressman Jim reached 
out to us at the African 
Chamber of Commerce, and 
asked us to be the foot sol-
diers, to call the other mem-
bers of Congress and ask 
them to support this AGOA 
legislation.”
One of the most exciting ex-
periences for Gishuru was 

when he learned that his hero, 
Nelson Mandela, was coming 
to speak at Seattle University. 
Being an Alumnus of the uni-
versity, Peter went to the uni-
versity president and asked if 
he could meet Mandela. He 
was given the contact infor-
mation of the facilitator who 
was in charge of organizing 
Mandela’s and his wife Gra-
ca’s trip to the university from 
South Africa.
Providentially, Gishuru 
called the contact and the 
man on the other end of the 
phone said, “Peter, I am from 
Cameroon and an African 
just like you. I can assure 
you that at every event where 
Nelson Mandela speaks, you 
will have 10 tickets! There is a 
meeting tomorrow morning 
for those planning the visit. I 
invite you to join us.”
Gishuru describes meeting 
Mandela and shaking his 
hand as “ a dream come true.”
Today, Gishuru remains 
involved with the African 
Chamber of Commerce 
which is now 20 years old. 
From his experience, he has 
seen that most Congressmen 
know more about Asia than 
they do about Africa. He be-
lieves that the African Dias-
pora’s duty is to teach Ameri-

cans about Africa.
“Our efforts at the chamber 
of commerce are directed in 
two areas: The first area is 
advising American compa-
nies how to enter the African 
market,” he remarked.
“Our other involvement is 
in the area of immigration 
and immigrants. Most of the 
workers in local ports are 
from Africa. The majority of 
those driving for Uber and 
Lyft are from Africa too. So 
we hold workshops on how 
to be successful in these jobs. 
We put together workshops 
of customer service, commu-
nication, and setting goals 
among other areas.”
“Presently, the goal of the 
African Chamber of Com-
merce is to build an African 
innovative business resource 
center,” Gishuru stated. He 
went on to explain that the 
Chamber was working with 
some of his friends, and they 
are exploring new work with 
EB5 in order to encourage 
the rich Africans to finance 
their project.
Gishuru believes the biggest 
challenge for any organiza-
tion is the process of securing 
funding for a project. He said 
that when people hear the 
word “Chamber” they think 

of money. “This work can be 
thankless and involves a lot of 
sacrifices. I remember when 
we just started, there was 
someone whose sole mission 
was to watch us – hoping and 
praying that we goof, so she 
could report us to the author-
ities,” he recounted.   
Gishuru has accomplished 
many of the goals that he en-
visioned when he first came 
to America. He believes his 
greatest accomplishment 
was being a part of the team 
that helped AGOA (Afri-
can Growth and Opportu-
nity Act) become a reali-
ty.  Whether he is working 
for the African Chamber of 
Commerce, running his own 
business, or educating Dias-
porans on how to assist their 
motherland, he will never 
forget the words spoken by 
Nelson Mandela years ago at 
Seattle University
“You Africans in Diaspora. 
You are blessed. You are go-
ing to have to remember that 
you are the bridge between 
the resources and where the 
resources are needed. Make 
sure you bring resources to 
our people.”
That is Gishuru’s hope for 
current and future Diaspo-
rans.

Violence is solved through 
peace initiatives, no other 

way! Peace is the ultimate 
guarantor of prosperity. It is 

impossible to have prosperity 
without peace. 
History is replete with ex-
amples of how perennial 
arch-enemies finally got to-
gether and shook hands and 
created peace. Though there 
are many peace examples, I 
will cite just two: 
1. FARC is a guerrilla army 
that has been fighting with 
the Colombia Government 
fir time immemorial. But one 
day the sun rose in the east, 
and both FARC and Govt 
woke up and decided it was 
time to shake hands, so Rudy 
had a handshake, and hence 
violence abated. This was 
HANDSHAKE at work. 

2. THE TROUBLES: IRA( 
Irish Republican Army) 
fought the Government of 
U.K. from 1969 to 1998. 
Thousands of lives were lost 
in the long lasting sectari-
an conflict. But one day, as 
the sun rose from the east, 
both warring sides woke up 
and decided that it was time 
to meet and shake hands, 
against the all expectations 
and scepticism. They two 
arch-enemies met and en-
tered into the now famous 
Good Friday Peace Agree-
ment and violence stopped. 

This was a HANDSHAKE at 
work. 

Why can’t we in Kenya simi-
larly embrace peaceful hand-
shakes without alluding to 
multifarious evil motives and 
conspiracy theories? Does 
it mean Kenya is a peculiar 
animal living in its own is-
land, so that that is totally 
oblivious of various peace 
initiatives in the world hap-
pening from the creation of 
the world? Entering into a 
peace agreement or building 
bridges makes all those other 
ills like alleviation of poverty 
that much easier and possi-
ble. What demon possesses 
some Kenyans such that they 
want to remain in a warring 
mood forever, and delude 
themselves that they can alle-

viate societal problems with-
in an environment of peren-
nial violence?  For crying out 
aloud, why would anybody 
in their right minds refuse 
peace and prefer perpetual 
violence? Where is sanity in 
all this? Where is rationality 
and sense in all this? 
When I think of such Ken-
yans am driven more to pity 
than anger. Those creatures 
that prefer violence to peace 
are creatures that need to be 
pitied and prayed for, hop-
ing that a semblance of sen-
sibility will descend on their 
minds at one point in time.

Peace Initiatives Are Not New In The 
World

Peter Gishuru From Seattle Washington 
Is Among The Pioneers Of Tom Mboya 
Student Airlift To USA 

By James Mburu
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60 years?! That was the case 
for Estela Meléndez, who got 
the surprise of her — very 
long — life. The woman in 
question was 91 years old 
when she made the discovery. 
Doctors scrambled to figure 
out how this could even hap-
pen.

A Happy Marriage

Estela Meléndez and her 
husband, Manuel, lived in 
the coastal town of La Boca, 
Chile. During their mar-
riage of 74 years, they went 
through countless difficul-
ties, but none more difficult 
than the one Estella faced in 
2015.

Big Regrets

After the ceremonies and 
countless prayers with 
friends and family, Estela 
went back to her home, now 
quieter than ever. She reflect-
ed on her biggest regret of the 
last 75 years — never having 
children with Manuel.

Dreams of Family

Losing Manuel reminded Es-
tela of what they had missed 
out on. But having a family 
with the man she loved was 
the true dream. “We suffered 
tremendously for this rea-
son,” recalled Estela to CNN. 
What was preventing them 
from conceiving?

Infertility

Doctors were perplexed by 
Estela’s inability to conceive. 
With no ovulation issues, 
Estela only ever developed a 
single tumor much later in 
life. However, regrets about 
her infertility were only the 
beginning for the grieving 
widow.

Mourning Loss

After Manuel passed, Estela 
kept to herself. She began to 
lose her hearing and her mo-
bility, the latter due to a nasty 

case of arthritis. And then, 
one year after her husband’s 
passing, Estela had an acci-
dent.

An Accident

While handling chores, now 
all by herself, Estela tripped 
and fell. Thankfully, she 
was able to get back up on 
her own, but she knew she’d 
have to get to the hospital as 
quickly as possible.

Emergency Trip

Unfortunately, Estela’s little 
coastal town was 40 miles 
away from the nearest hos-
pital. Being without a car or 
public transportation, Este-
la begged for a lift from her 
friend to Claduio Vicuña 
hospital in San Antonio. Her 
friend agreed and they left 
without delay.

Shocking Discovery

Once they arrived, Estela’s 
friend escorted her into the 
main building, where she ex-
plained her fall. Physicians 
immediately brought her in 

for a full body x-ray to ensure 
there was no internal dam-
age. What they found would 
soon shock the world.

Tumor Troubles

The doctors assumed they 
were on the hunt for a second 
tumor, considering Estela’s 
previous uterine tumor and 
stints with cancer. Now, they 
were wondering if the first 
had really been a tumor at all!
What doctors once thought 
was a tumor was, in fact, a 
fetus that had been inside 
of Estela for an astounding 
60 years. After wishing for a 
child for so long, Estela was 
devastated to hear the news. 
The doctors informed Estela 
that she wasn’t the only one.
This strange condition is 
called lithopedion, or, as it’s 
more colloquially called, hav-
ing “stone babies.” Only 300 
cases have been recorded in 
medical history. The condi-
tion has to do with where the 
baby grows inside the uterus. 
Or, rather, outside the uterus.

Serious Risks

Often, a diagnosis of litho-
pedion means that the baby 
has developed on the exterior 
of the uterus. This can cause 
extreme risks, especially if 
the baby is absorbed into the 
mother’s body. With Estela, 
however, something different 
was happening.

Surgical Option

If a fetus on the exterior of 
the uterus has developed too 
much, it won’t be absorbed. 
Instead, it will turn into 
hardened calcium carbonate, 
much like what happens to 
cartilage as we age. Surgical 
removal is possible, but in 
Estela’s case, the doctors flat-
out refused.

Sad Diagnosis

Estela was too old to under-
go an operation, meaning the 
fetus would have to remain 
in place. Upon hearing this 
news, Estela said it would act 
as a reminder of her husband. 
She returned to her quiet vil-
lage, only to find her home 
flocked with camera crews!

Worldwide Publicity

Estela’s story went interna-
tional. The Washington Post, 
ABC, NBC, and CNN rushed 
in. People from across the 
globe wanted interviews and 
photographs. Tabloids want-
ed to catch the old woman 
in tears. Her true reaction to 
the press, however, was quite 
unusual.

Positive Outlook

Estela recalled the stories of 
her life with her husband in 
a calm, collected tone. Ev-
ery disease, every loss, ev-
ery hardship was told with a 
positivity that the news crews 
hadn’t been expecting. This 
resonated with folks, as one 
woman somberly recalled.

Staying Hopeful

“I guess one way of looking 
at it is they did have a child 
and she carried it around 
with her for 60+ years... And 
now since they won’t remove 
it she still has a part of him 
with her.” In fact, it seems Es-
tela’s sad story wasn’t the only 

local case.

Similar Cases

In 2013, an 82-year-old wom-
an in Columbia was taken to 
the emergency room after 
suffering from pains in her 
stomach. They performed the 
same scans as they did with 
Estela and found a 40-year-
old fetus in her abdomen! Six 
years later, another case was 
reported halfway across the 
world.

More Cases Coming

A woman in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia discovered she had a 
22-year-old fetus within her, 
causing her extreme abdom-
inal pain. The doctors were 
able to remove the fetus, but 
Estela’s case proves that sur-
gery isn’t necessary for life to 
keep on going. And a happy 
life, at that!

91-Year-Old Woman Discovers She’s 
Been Pregnant For 60 Years
Shocking Discovery
Once they arrived, Estela’s friend escorted her into the main building, where she explained her fall. 
Physicians immediately brought her in for a full body x-ray to ensure there was no internal dam-
age. What they found would soon shock the world.
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Former South Africa leader FR De Clerk appeared before the countries truth and reconciliation 
commission to apologize for 46 years of apartheid oppression.  He received the Nobel peace award 
which he shared with Nelson Mandela. British Prime Minister David Cameroon offered an apolo-
gy before the house of commons in 1972 regarding the bloody Sunday killings of 14 unarmed pro-
testers in North Ireland.

The power of apology can-
not be underestimated, and 
many great leaders the world 
over, don’t hesitate to say “I 
was wrong,” “I’m sorry, or 
forgive me”. Leaders such as 
starbucks CEO Kevin Jonson 
and facebook founder, Mark 
Zuckerberg, have apologized 
many times. 
Former South Africa leader 
FR De Clerk appeared be-
fore the countries truth and 
reconciliation commission 
to apologize for 46 years of 
apartheid oppression.  He re-
ceived the Nobel peace award 
which he shared with Nel-
son Mandela. British Prime 
Minister David Cameroon 
offered an apology before the 
house of commons in 1972 
regarding the bloody Sunday 
killings of 14 unarmed pro-
testers in North Ireland.
Some leaders however, are 
constitutionally unable to 
take responsibility for their 
own mistakes and instead, 
use blame game tactics to dis-
credit obvious actions they 
are supposed to denounce 
without delay. 
 If you go by the latest dis-
graceful incident that hap-
pened at Kenol and the im-
mediately road side speech 
by William Ruto, you will 
see a lack of being remorse 
and mindful attitude after the 
death of two innocent people.
It would have been appropri-
ate if the opening remarks to 
the by-standers, would have 
been to first make an apol-
ogy of the incident before 
even mentioning the tear gas 
thrown to hooligans with 
tires. He went ahead to lie it 
was thrown at him while he 
had not even arrived when it 
happened. Death was not im-
portant then, but excuses and 
blame game, was the focus of 

the sad event. After listening 
to President Uhuru’s Kenyat-
ta’s speech with the clergy, I 
must say that his act of apol-
ogizing freely shows a good 
deal of courage. 
He may have altered the word 
cunningly to make William 
Ruto to do the same to the 
many people he has wronged 
in his early campaigns that 
put many to danger at this 
time of the pandemic.
Many are not comfortable 
to admit an error, or to ac-
knowledge that something 
they’ve done has caused oth-
ers harm or inconvenience. 
Therefore when someone sin-
cerely apologizes, we are cer-
tain that he, or she, is putting 
honesty, and principle, above 
personal comfort or self-pro-
tection.  The act is inspiring, 
and it feels brave.
The positive power of ad-
mitting and apologizing for 

one’s mistakes, is not weak-
ness, but a sign of accepting 
a wrong that needs to be rec-
tified and that in itself, shows 
total commitment.
We are often told that lead-
ers, especially wannabe type, 
should hide weaknesses and 
mistakes but that is totally 
wrong for it is not only good 
to admit you are wrong when 
you are; but it can also be an 
authoritative tool for lead-
ers that can actually increase 
their legitimacy.
When the same is practiced 
regularly, it can help one to 
build a way of life that actu-
ally increases harmony, nov-
elty, candidness to change, 
and many other optimistic 
features of leadership skills.
It is a fact that people rely on, 
to gauge whether a leader is 
courageous, before they fully 
endorse that person’s lead-
ership.  If they see courage 

and observe that he, or she, 
is ready to take full respon-
sibility for his actions good, 
or bad, and admitting and 
apologizing, that person will 
pass the test of courage and 
boldness.
People need audacious lead-
ers in order to feel there’s 
someone to make the tough 
calls, the tough decisions, and 
if the same backfires, take re-
sponsibility without denying 
or blame games and name 
calling. With a courageous 
leader, while at the same time 
always willing to accept when 
wrong, and apologize for the 
action, people feel protected 
not that they’re helpless, but 
because they know that the 
person in charge really cares 
for them.
Therefore Sir. William, bor-
row a leaf from the President 
so that next time whether you 
are clearly in the wrong, or 

innocent, like it happened at 
Kenol, take a deep breath, put 
aside your self-justification, 
your excuses, your blame, 
your name calling, your 
defensiveness, and simply 
apologize for the bad actions 
that resulted due to your 
presence.  Being courageous 
in that manner is generally 
scary in expectations, but it 
feels great once you’ve done it 
to yourself, and to those you 
lead.
With that in mind, as many 
leaders have told you, it’s cou-
rageous to apologize for your 
early campaigns, sabotaging 
and abandoning the jubi-
lee agenda and after doing 
that, you can go ahead and 
say words to the effect that 
your “tenure as deputy has 
been compromised by your 
actions” and the only good 
thing left for you is to resign.
You could while doing so also 
revisit other past ugly scenes 
and whether you were not 
part of them or not, apolo-
gize again for not being part 
of those that mourned the 
unfortunate mothers that 
burned in a church at Kiam-
baa. You can even fast rewind 
and mention the Molo clash-
es and though you were indi-
rectly part of it, apologize to 
the families that died or were 
displaced and immediately 
start a resettlement and com-
pensation plan. Those two 
apologies can really touch 
the Kikuyu community who 
are still remembering the ho-
locaust and after getting the 
apology, many will change 
their mind and decide to fol-
low you.
If the same is not done, then 
be prepared to erase that 
memory with something 
substantial (this time not 
wheel barrows, money, or 
empty when I become Pres-
ident promises) that will 
make them forget. The best 
in that case would be starting 
a program to resettle them. 
That will be a great vision 
more that the wheelbarrows 
for it will give hope to many 
who owned land and are now 
squatters. Their past memo-

ries in this case, may not easi-
ly go away with an apology as 
the same, must be accompa-
nied by a genuine movement 
of giving them back their 
land.
You may devise other meth-
ods to win them, but the 
same is temporary and will 
not remove the obvious ten-
sion between the Kikuyu’s 
and Kalenjins.
In the case of Uhuru it was 
possible to convince Kikuyus 
to have unity as they were the 
offended party and there was 
a reward of a Presidency, but 
this time it may not work for 
they have nothing major to 
bargain for.
You are the Deputy and 
still have a castle to play the 
game and since it can check 
the King with only a pawn 
left, miracles can happen 
and yours cannot be entirely 
ruled out. The only way to 
do it, is to be close to Presi-
dent Uhuru then copy him 
for you may learn how eas-
ily he apologizes and in the 
end, you might win people’s 
confidence. You remember 
how easily he forgot the 2008 
clashes and joined you.
Once you have mastered how 
he apologizes, by forgiving 
and forgetting, the first apol-
ogy will be the person you 
baptized “mganga” and if 
you do so, and even prom-
ise him a handshake when 
you take over, your journey 
at the house on the hill can 
be as easy as sliding on a wet 
sledge. All done by a simple 
word “APOLOGIZE” but if 
the same is not forthcoming, 
prepare for a journey to Sugoi 
as the leader of opposition or 
a protest at Uhuru park try-
ing to swear yourself as the 
“people’s President”.
This time around, Miguna 
Miguna will not be there but 
only Kimani Ichungwa who 
has no knowledge of the Law 
and it can be a sad ending to 
many in Kenya.

Arch Dr. Isaac Kinungi

Great Leaders Don’t Make Excuses…
They Apologize For Their Wrongs, 
Real, or Imagined.

President Uhuru Kenyatta
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#STOP  #Girl-#childpreg-
nanciesinkenya 
As we struggle to make sense 
of the Covid-19 crisis, my 
heart is totally broken regard-
ing the alarming increase 
in girl-child pregnancies in 
Kenya. My friends and I are 

starting an education and 
awareness journey to fight 
this new by-product of the 
Covid crisis. Schools and 
churches play a crucial role 
in keeping our girls safe and 
out of sight from the many 
predators who never miss an 

opportunity to take advan-
tage of them. The Covid-19 
pandemic that’s keeping our 
girls at home and within ac-
cess of predators and rapists; 
is causing so much damage 
to all the progress that has 
been made in the past few 

decades to fight for the rights 
of the Kenyan girl-child. As 
we move forward, I am part-
nering with some non-profit 
organizations in Kenya to 
move this initiative forward. 
The first organization we are 
working with is  www.ihop-
ee.org Ihopee , Inc- Building 
Partnerships Together IHOP-
EE COMMUNITY
Our goal is to provide edu-
cation, training and aware-
ness to as many young girls 
as possible. We need to equip 
them and empower them to 

stand up for themselves, to 
keep themselves safe and to 
feel confident in reporting 
any sexual misconduct that 
happens. Calling on my great 
to join this journey.

#protectourkenyangirls
#jointhefightforthegirlchild

https://www.rutgers.interna-
tional/sites/rutgersorg/files/
PDF/RHRN-HLPF_A4leaf-
let_Kenya.pdf

Rose Odinga Of  IHOPEE With The 
Organization Mentorship Program 
Our goal is to provide education, training and awareness to as many young girls as possible. We 
need to equip them and empower them to stand up for themselves, to keep themselves safe and to 
feel confident in reporting any sexual misconduct that happens. Calling on my great to join this 
journey.

Rose Odinga
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Cotton lint is the most im-
portant input in the textile 
industry. Cottonseed is cru-
cial in the vegetable oil and 
animal feed industries. Cot-
ton grows in the dry areas, 
in Kenya, mainly in Nyanza, 
western, eastern and Coast 
regions.
The largest producers of cot-
ton are India, the US, China, 
Brazil and Pakistan with the 
major importers being China, 
Bangladesh, Vietnam, Turkey 
and Indonesia. Is it, then, any 
wonder that these countries 
are also the biggest players in 
the textile industry?
Africa contributes just five 
per cent of the world’s cot-
ton production with its main 
producers Mali, Burkina Faso 
and Benin in West Africa 
while Tanzania and Uganda 
leading in East Africa. Our 
main problems include the 
fact that most of our cotton is 
grown on small-scale farms 

and is perceived to be of poor 
quality, hence low prices. Our 
farmers, hence, often opt to 
grow other crops.
Like in the rest of Africa, 
the donor-driven Structur-
al Adjustment Programmes 
(SAPs) of the 1980s and ’90s 
forced the government to lib-
eralise the sub-sector, remov-
ing its support in terms of 
credit, ginning, provision of 
quality seeds, extension ser-
vice and marketing functions 
that were undertaken by the 
Cotton and Seed Marketing 

Board.
The Kibaki administration 
tried to revive the sector as 
part of the Kenya Vision 
2030, leading to the creation 
of the Cotton Development 
Authority (CDA). The invest-
ment in the sub-sector was to 
help the country to become a 
big textile and apparel indus-
try player.
CDA estimates that 350,000 
hectares is suitable for cotton 
growing with a production 
potential of 50,000 tonnes — 
from a low of 5,000 tonnes in 

2005. Production is gradually 
growing but mainly through 
increased acreage and not 
productivity.
Kenya imports most of its cot-
ton from Tanzania and Ugan-
da for the Export Processing 
Zone (EPZ) manufacturers. 
The “Big Four Agenda” has 
further highlighted the need 
to restructure and strengthen 
cotton production and its re-
lated industries.
Supplied from local cotton
We would earn more if the 
entire supply chain — from 
the farmers to ginneries, 
spinners and textile mills to 
the final textile and apparel 
manufacturers — were all 
supplied from local cotton. 
Other measures that need to 
be undertaken include pro-
viding sufficient budgetary 
support to CDA for its in-
ternal needs and also for the 
supply chain.
We also need to invest in 
more research to produce 
quality seed and also ensure 
that the results are easily ex-
plainable to the farmers by 

strengthening and expand-
ing extension services and 
demonstration farms or 
plots. We should also initiate 
contract farming and a credit 
system and update grading 
systems. We need to organise 
farmers into cooperatives be-
sides introducing irrigation 
as this is more reliable than 
rain-fed farming, and at the 
same time introduce mecha-
nisation so as to reduce costs 
and improve quality.
The other industry players 
need to take action. For ex-
ample, the ginneries should 
invest in modern technolo-
gy to improve the quality of 
the lint and seed. Some of the 
cottonseed goes back as seed 
to farmers and the rest into 
vegetable oil and animal feed 
production.
Strengthen the Pest Control 
Products Board to protect 
farmers from sub-standard 
agro-chemicals and also the 
National Gen Bank of Kenya 
to produce more high-yield 
varieties — like the Bt cot-
ton recently introduced by 

the government. What I am 
proposing here is something 
that the government has em-
barked on; our job is to sim-
ply encourage and challenge 
it to move faster.
Cotton farming will give the 
eight or so million farmers in 
the arid and semi-arid lands 
an income, increase foreign 
exchange earnings, open up 
employment opportunities 
as the more than 50 ginneries 
and 60 textile mills run at full 
capacity and reduce imports.
But, it will require special 
commitment. Besides, the 
country would take full ad-
vantage of the trade agree-
ments it has signed. There is 
nothing to stop our textile 
exports from doubling from 
$500 million (Sh50 billion) 
to $1 billion (Sh100 billion) 
within a short time.

Mr Nyagah is a former Cabi-
net minister.

Keynote, Mr. Vimal Shah of 
Bidco Africa, opened the con-
ference on day one with inspi-
rational, honest insights about 
long-term investing in East 
Africa.

(October 7-9, 2020) The East 
Africa Chamber of Com-
merce (EACC), in collabo-
ration with the Council of 
Governors of Kenya, the East 
African Business Council, 
U.S. Department of Com-
merce, African Business Por-
tal, B&C International, and 
Greater Irving Chamber of 
Commerce, hosted its 15th 
annual conference complete-
ly online last week. Though it 
was their first virtual event, 
the conference was abundant 
with panelists and attendees 
who were eager to discuss a 
variety of topics including 
sessions in Real Estate, In-

formation Technology, Man-
ufacturing, Agriculture, En-
ergy, Education, Healthcare, 
Finance, Youth and Econom-
ic Empowerment, and the 
ever-growing Women Con-
necting Women.
High-level government and 
business leaders from vari-
ous industries made virtual 
connections on Slack--the 
chosen platform for team 
building during the virtual 
conference. Between sessions, 
Board Members Immaculate 
Busingye and Laban Opande 
kept the conversations going 
in virtual breakrooms. Many 
panels highlighted the im-
pact of the global pandemic. 
Fareed Zein, another board 
member, explained that the 
IT session he moderated was 
“well attended with discus-
sions
of digital transformation and 

the outlook post COVID-19. 
Tana Hicks agreed, as panel-
ist from her Education ses-
sion explored the difficulty of 
navigating education in the 
U.S. as a foreigner while deal-
ing with a global pandemic 
and racism.
The Manufacturing panel 
was moderated by EABC’s 
CEO Hon. Dr. Peter Mathuki 
and included the chairman of 
Bidco Africa, Mr. Vimal Shah, 
who invited U.S. attendees to 
invest with a long- term at-
titude. Others on the panel 
included Dr. Bimal Kantaria, 
Mr. Johnny Thomas, and Mr. 
Allan Ssenyondwa, all filling 
the virtual space with great 
ideas on post-COVID-19 
recovery. Mr. Thomas of 
Ventana Tek Inc. contribut-
ed to the pandemic recovery 
discussion with a rewarding 
possibility for the economy: 

a facility which manufactures 
and distributes affordable 
wind turbines.
In the Real Estate session, 
practical real world insights 
circulated, consisting of 
country-specific discussions 
on real estate investments, 
creating wealth and passive 
income, portfolio manage-
ment, property management, 
as well as navigating risks 
after COVID-19. Interna-
tional players like the Tanza-
nia Chamber of Commerce, 
Pearl Marina Estates, Avarts 
Housing Limited, as well as 
local U.S. companies such as 
Zuri Realty, Mabel Concept 
LLC, and BrillIant Silver were 
all in attendance.
This was the first year the 
EACC celebrated the knowl-
edge and essential contribu-
tions of young people. The 
Youth and Economic Em-

powerment session included 
students from the Univeristy 
of Texas at Dallas and other 
young professionals who em-
phasized accessibility to eco-
nomic education and invest-
ment opportunities. Women 
Connecting Women cele-
brated its 5th year of success 
on the final day of the confer-
ence with a moving opening 
from Beth Plumlee and excel-
lent moderation from Sonnie 
Muroki. Several women and 
men were in attendance, 
supporting the essential role 
women play in the workforce.
###
The East Africa Chamber of 
Commerce was formed with 
the vision to advance the so-
cial and economic develop-
ment relationship between 
businesses and governmental 
agencies of East Africa and 
the U.S. With the endorse-

ment of the governments of 
East Africa, through their 
Washington embassies, the 
Chamber is seeking mem-
bership, partnership and af-
filiations that will enable it 
to meet its objectives of: (1) 
representing the emerging 
markets of its member
countries, and (2) providing 
access to networking and 
consultation opportunities 
required for the success of 
business development and 
enhancement.

For more information, visit 
www.eachamber.org. Follow 
us on  Twitter,  LinkedIn, and  
Instagram at eachambertx or 
search East Africa Chamber of 
Commerce.

To grow Kenya’s textile industry, we 
must revive cotton farming

The East Africa Chamber of Commerce Does 
it Virtually: The 15th Annual Trade & 
Investment Conference was a Success!

What you need to know:
• Africa contributes just five per cent of the world’s cotton production.
• The Kibaki administration tried to revive the sector as part of the Kenya Vision 2030.
• Kenya imports most of its cotton from Tanzania and Uganda for the Export Processing Zone.
• Cotton farming will give the eight or so million farmers in the arid and semi-arid lands an in-
come.
By: Joe Nyaga
.................................

Cotton
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President Uhuru Kenyatta 
Friday October 16, chaired 
an extra-ordinary session of 
Cabinet during which he re-
ceived the report on the state 
of national security, nation-
hood and territorial integri-
ty at Manyani, Taita Taveta 
County.
But his arrival at the Kenya 
Wildlife Service Law Enforce-
ment Academy in Manyani 
on Friday October 16 is what 
re-ignited the debate about 
his relationship with his dep-
uty William Ruto.
A repetition of what hap-
pened on October 10th at 
the State House when Nyeri 
Catholic Archbishop An-
thony Muheria ushered the 
Head of State to the podium 
in presence of Deputy Presi-
dent William Ruto occurred.
Interior Cabinet Secretary 
Fred Matiangi, received the 
Head of State in an percep-
tible protocol breach barely 
a week after the State House 
incidence which made the 
Archbishop Muheria to in a 
polite manner point out the 
breach.
“At this moment to thank 
the President who asked us 
to organize this. We are in 
your house and I am sure you 
would want to say something 
as our host, with all due re-
spect, maybe not following 
the right protocols but kindly 
say a word,” the Archbishop 
said while referring to the 

protocol breach.
The said breach attracted var-
ious reactions from a section 
of Kenyans.
Ruto’s allies Senator Kip-
chumba Murkomen (Elgeyo 
Marakwet) and Nominated 
Senator Millicent Omanga, 
Senior Counsel  Ahmednassi 
Abdullahi were among lead-
ers who reacted to photos 
shared by the Presidential 
Strategic Communication 
Unit (PSCU), the Head of 
State is seen alighting from 
a military helicopter upon 
which he acknowledges 
greetings from Matiang’i 
who had been lined up ahead 
of Ruto.
Senator Kipchumba Mur-
komen on his tweeter wrote 
its history repeating itself.
“The Deputy President Fred 
Matiangi receiving the Presi-
dent thereafter introduce oth-

er Cabinet members. Those 
of us who didn’t witness the 
last days of Mzee Jomo Ken-
yatta ‘will see things’ in the 
next 22 months,” Murkomen 
tweeted
Lawyer Ahmednasir ques-
tioned whether the distance 
between the President and 
his Deputy was part of the 
recommendations by the se-
curity teams.
“Is the distance they keep on 
the recommendation of their 
security teams?” Ahmednasir 
wrote.
Nominated MP Millicent 
Omanga also joined in saying 
that the breach reminds Ken-
yans of the old days during 
the presidency of the late 
Daniel arap Moi.
Omanga wrote, “This re-
minds me how Moi was frus-
trated as vice president by 
people who didn’t want him 

to ascend to the throne. The 
rest is history,”
Silvia Wangeci (@Silvia_
Wangeci) wrote:
Dear Matiangi, During Jomo 
Kenyatta Presidency, Mungai, 
an all powerful police com-
mandant, enjoyed humiliat-
ing Moi who was a toothless 
vice president slapped Moi 
not once but twice.
Moi became president and 
Mungai flew to exile where 
he begged for forgiveness like 
a baby…

Ruto Matiangi recent wars

On Thursday 15, at Ma-
tiang’i’s rural background 
DP Ruto made bare the bad 
blood between him and po-
lice is not at the grassroots 
but at the high ranking level.
“These policemen have no 
problem. The problem is the 

people who live in the ivory 
tower who don’t know the 
problem that some people are 
going through,” Ruto said.
Mathira MP Rigathi Gacha-
gua, took a swipe at Matiang’i 
while condemning him for 
the lobbing of tear gas can-
ister to the locals by police 
a week ago. He further told 
the masses that the powerful 
chairman of Cabinet Sec-
retaries have not helped his 
community.
“How many people has your 
person helped to get in gov-
ernment, KWS, Prisons even 
empowerment, and yet he 
calls himself a leader. Pow-
er is temporary, use it in as-
sisting the poor,” Gachagua 
asked.
The showdown a day after 
the lashing of words between 
DP and his brigade direct-
ed towards the interior CS 
and Friday’s humiliation of 
Deputy President in glaring 
daylight is the clearest indica-
tion of the ever widening rift 
between the President and 
his deputy as well as the role 
played by influential men 
surrounding the two.
According to a cabinet dis-
patch of the Cabinet retreat, 
the ground-breaking report 
covered a wide range of is-
sues, including national cyber 
projects, geospatial surveys 
and airborne geophysical 
projects, the National Inte-
grated Information Manage-
ment System (NIIMS) Pro-
gramme – Huduma Namba 
initiative, and the National 
Security Industrialization 
Project.

BBI looming Showdown

Today, Saturday 17, the presi-

dent is scheduled to host par-
liamentary leadership from 
both houses at state house for 
a session to discuss the yet to 
be released BBI document.
The Building Bridges Ini-
tiative report is likely to 
be released as soon as this 
weekend. This may sparkle 
the greatest rift between the 
President and his Handshake 
partner Raila Odinga on one 
side and Deputy President 
William Ruto and his Hustler 
Movement on the other side.
Speaking at Sironga Stadium 
in Nyamira County during an 
empowerment programme 
for Nyamira South Bodaboda 
Sacco, Ruto openly declared 
his stand against the looming 
BBI constitutional change.
Ruto categorically said his 
faction will not entertain any 
discussion on political posi-
tions and will instead focus 
on creating opportunities for 
the youth, women and the 
business community.
“We always talk about chang-
ing the Constitution but this 
time round we are going 
to engage in talking about 
changing lives of the poor 
and lowly in the country,” 
Ruto said.
The DP further said, “The 
time for changing the conver-
sation has come. We will talk 
no more of leadership and 
positions for a few big people 
seeking national leadership, 
but politics of the small peo-
ple. When shall we talk about 
boda boda riders and the 
country’s small and medium 
enterprises?”

RUTO, MATIANGI ENTANGLED IN A 
NOTICEABLE PROTOCOL BREACH 
AT MANYANI CABINET RETREAT
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Worth Noting:

A repetition of what happened on October 10th at the State House when Nyeri Catholic Archbishop An-
thony Muheria ushered the Head of State to the podium in the presence of Deputy President William 
Ruto occurred.
Ruto’s allies Senator Kipchumba Murkomen (Elgeyo Marakwet) and Nominated Senator Millicent 
Omanga, Senior Counsel Ahmednassi Abdullahi were among leaders who reacted to photos shared by 
the Presidential Strategic Communication Unit (PSCU), the Head of State is seen alighting from a mil-
itary helicopter upon which he acknowledges greetings from Matiang’i who had been lined up ahead of 
Ruto.
Omanga wrote, “This reminds me how Moi was frustrated as vice president by people who didn’t want 
him to ascend to the throne. The rest is history,”

President Uhuru Kenyatta greeets DP Ruto after arriving at the KWS Law Enforcement Academy in 
Manyani where he Chair ed a Cabinet meeting./PSCU

By: Danson
dan@mtkenyatimes.co.ke
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1.Snail with an attitude A 
guy is sitting at home when 
he hears a knock at the door. 
He opens the door and sees a 
snail on the porch. He picks 
up the snail and throws it as 
far as he can. Three years lat-
er there’s a knock on the door. 
He opens it and sees the same 
snail. The snail says: ‘What 
the hell was that all about?’ 

2.A genie and an idiot Three 
guys stranded on a desert 
island find a magic lantern 
containing a genie, who 
grants them each one wish. 
The first guy wishes he was 
off the island and back home. 
The second guy wishes the 
same. The third guy says: ‘I’m 
lonely.
I wish my friends were back 
here.’

3.Newborn baby is aban-
doned in a church nativity 
scene True love lasts forever 
4. It’s the World Cup Final, 
and a man makes his way 
to his seat right next to the 
pitch. He sits down, notic-

ing that the seat next to him 
is empty. He leans over and 
asks his neighbour if some-
one will be sitting there. ‘No,’ 
says the neighbour. ‘The seat 
is empty.’ ‘This is incredible,’ 
said the man. ‘Who in their 
right mind would have a seat 
like this for the Final and not 
use it?’ The neighbour says, 
‘Well actually the seat be-
longs to me. I was supposed 
to come with my wife, but she 
passed away. This is the first 
World Cup Final we haven’t 
been to together since we got 
married.’ ‘Oh, I’m so sorry to 
hear that. That’s terrible….
But couldn’t you find some-
one else, a friend, relative or 
even a neighbour to take her 
seat?’ The man shakes his 
head. ‘No,’ he says. ‘They’re 
all at the funeral.’ 

4. Off to work A guy shows up 
late for work. The boss yells, 
‘You should’ve been here at 
8.30!’ He replies. ‘Why? What 
happened at 8.30?’ 

5. Ooo Heaven is a place on 

earth Sid and Irv are busi-
ness partners. They make a 
deal that whichever one dies 
first will contact the living 
one from the afterlife. So Irv 
dies. Sid doesn’t hear from 
him for about a year, figures 
there is no afterlife. Then one 
day he gets a call. It’s Irv. ‘So 
there is an afterlife! What’s it 
like?’ Sid asks. ‘Well, I sleep 
very late. I get up, have a big 
breakfast. Then I have sex, 
lots of sex. Then I go back to 
sleep, but I get up for lunch, 
have a big lunch. Have some 
more sex, take a nap. Huge 
dinner. More sex. Go to sleep 
and wake up the next day.’ 
‘Oh, my God,’ says Sid. ‘So 
that’s what heaven is like?’ 
‘Oh no,’ says Irv. ‘I’m not in 
heaven. I’m a bear in Yellow-
stone Park.’ 

6.The Devil’s in the details A 
guy dies and is sent to hell. 
Satan meets him, shows him 
doors to three rooms, and 
says he must choose one to 
spend eternity in. In the first 
room, people are standing in 

dirt up to their necks. The 
guy says, ‘No, let me see the 
next room.’ In the second 
room, people are standing 
in dirt up to their noses. Guy 
says no again. Finally Satan 
opens the third room. People 
are standing with dirt up to 
their knees, drinking coffee 
and eating pastries. The guy 
says, ‘I pick this room.’ Satan 
says Ok and starts to leave, 
and the guy wades in and 
starts pouring some coffee. 
On the way out Satan yells, 
‘OK, coffee break’s over. Ev-
eryone back on your heads!’ 

7.Tiny dog survived having 
his neck broken and being 
set on fire by drugged-up 
teenagers Kid vs barber A 
young boy enters a barber 
shop and the barber whis-
pers to his customer. ‘This is 
the dumbest kid in the world. 
Watch while I prove it you.’ 
The barber puts a dollar bill 
in one hand and two quarters 
in the other, then calls the 
boy over and asks, ‘Which 
do you want, son?’ The boy 

takes the quarters and leaves. 
‘What did I tell you?’ said 
the barber. ‘That kid nev-
er learns!’ Later, when the 
customer leaves, he sees the 
same young boy coming out 
of the ice cream store. ‘Hey, 
son! May I ask you a ques-
tion? Why did you take the 
quarters instead of the dollar 
bill?’ The boy licked his cone 
and replied, ‘Because the day 
I take the dollar, the game is 
over!’ 

8.You’re one in a million Chi-
na has a population of a bil-
lion people. One billion. That 
means even if you’re a one in 
a million kind of guy, there 
are still a thousand others ex-
actly like you. 

9. Racing a bear Two camp-
ers are walking through the 
woods when a huge brown 
bear suddenly appears in the 
clearing about 50 feet in front 
of them. The bear sees the 
campers and begins to head 
toward them. The first guy 
drops his backpack, digs out 

a pair of sneakers, and fran-
tically begins to put them on. 
The second guy says, ‘What 
are you doing? Sneakers 
won’t help you outrun that 
bear.’ ‘I don’t need to outrun 
the bear,’ the first guy says. ‘I 
just need to outrun you.’ 

10. All in a night’s work A guy 
meets a sex worker in a bar. 
She says, ‘This is your lucky 
night. I’ve got a special game 
for you. I’ll do absolutely 
anything you want for £300 
as long as you can say it in 
three words.’ The guy replies, 
‘Hey, why not?’ He pulls his 
wallet out of his pocket and 
lays £300 on the bar, and says 
slowly. ‘Paint…my….house.’ 

11. See the world through the 
eyes of man who has been 
in prison for half a century 
Which one is the funniest 
joke?  

Laughter The Best Medicine
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Anonymous Kenyan Wrote

A few weeks ago I joined 
some of my fitness friends 
on a 22 KM endurance walk 
through the Del-Monte pine-
apple farm. We were admir-
ing the Road tarmacking 
works that were on progress 
on the road from BAT Thika, 
through Del-Monte facto-
ry and farm and linking the 
Thika-Nyeri highway at the 
Delmonte shop near Blue 
post hotel. The talk sudden-
ly moved to global and local 
politics and how voters make 

their choices.
There have been elections 
campaigns and In the next 
few weeks the United States 
will be going to an election to 
choose its next President or 
give the current one another 
term of 4 years. The two po-
litical sides of democrats and 
Republicans have engaged 
each other on key issues that 
are at the heart of the Ameri-
can voters, among them;

1. Healthcare
2. Climate change
3. Economy and taxes

4. Trade and tariffs
5. Gun controls
6. Immigration
7. Child care
8. Foreign policy and the Iran 
agenda
9. College and student debts

Each candidate has addressed 
themselves and given their 
thoughts and pledges on 
these items. This is the list of 
items that forms a score card 
or social contract for each 
candidate should they win, 
based on the promises they 
make during the campaigns. 

Of course the USA has been 
experimenting their democ-
racy for over 200 years. These 
experiments have resulted in 
some level of political matu-
rity and a sense of common 
purpose.
The USA is not alone. Some-
time back I visited one of the 
Scandinavian countries at a 
time of their election. Noth-
ing was of notice that the 
country was going through 
an election, apart from TV 
debates and a small line of 
about ten people I saw at a 
mall, and a few volunteers 

dishing out fliers. I inquired 
from my host and was told 
that the small line was people 
who were voting early.
In a mall? You can imag-
ine my shock. No police, no 
commotion, no noise, no 
insults, no gatherings. Ev-
ery one queuing there knew 
what they wanted, who they 
were voting for and why. And 
they had complete faith in the 
electoral system.

I quietly thought to myself. 
When will my beloved Kenya 
get here?

In an article titled: *Kenya’s 
Election 2017; unique con-
cerns for a unique country,* 
by Douglas L. Kivoi and Ste-
ven Nduvi dated 4th August 
2017 and published on the 
Brookings institution web-
site, brookings.edu the fol-
lowing were some of the is-
sues that formed the National 
debate in the presidential 
election in 2017 in Kenya;

1. Whether august 8th would 
be the voting date
2. When to appoint a new 
team of commissioners at 
IEBC to take office with 
enough time to prepare for 
the elections
3. Issues over the role of IEBC 
in tallying and announcing 
presidential votes
4. Disagreement over the 
procurement and printing of 
presidential ballot papers
5. Auditing of voter register 
to remove deceased voters
6. Questions regarding the 
provisions for resignation of 
civil servants running for of-
fice

None of these issues had any-
thing to do with the Kenyan 
voter and frankly speaking 
Kenyans didn’t ask for any-
thing from their aspirants. 
There was no question on ed-
ucation, water, Environment, 
Health, peace and security, 
food security and Agricul-

ture, and quality representa-
tion. And because we didn’t 
say or knew what we wanted, 
we therefore shouldn’t com-
plain over what we got.
Our collective sense of com-
plaining has become like a 
career, in fact it should now 
be taught in colleges and 
universities. We make an 
emotional decision on the 
ballot then we complain for 
five years. Then we repeat the 
mistake again with someone 
else then we complain for 
another five years over the 
decision we made. Should we 
even be allowed to vote?
We must remember that it is 
not just a ballot we are cast-
ing for someone or a political 
party during elections. On 
that ballot there is the Edu-
cation for your children and 
whether they will have access 
to it…, there is water for your 
community and whether it 
will be available to you…., 
your health is on the bal-
lot…, your security is on the 
ballot….., your environment 
and its protection is on the 
ballot…, your quality repre-
sentation is on the ballot…., 
your food, taxes and your 
economy is on the ballot.
Perhaps we should take time 
to find out what exactly it is 
we want for ourselves. Then 
we should take time to in-
terrogate those that are seek-
ing to represent us. But if we 
know what we want, I’m sure 
we will know who can deliver 
it for our collective purpose

What Really Is Contained On The 
Ballot?
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We must remember that it is not just a ballot we are casting for someone or 
a political party during elections. On that ballot there is the Education for 
your children and whether they will have access to it…, there is water for 
your community and whether it will be available to you…., your health is 
on the ballot…, your security is on the ballot….., your environment and 
its protection is on the ballot…, your quality representation is on the bal-
lot…., your food, taxes and your economy is on the ballot.
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Reported 
By Arch Dr. Isaac Kinungi

Politicians, and even villag-
ers are grumbling that our 
Country Kenya, is heavily 
burdened with debts, and 
yet many of them have nev-
er even sat in an economics 
class to be considered as ex-
perts having any authority 
to arrive at that generalized 
conclusion.
Kenya has qualified econom-
ic advisers who study the 
required developments or 
purpose for funds and after 
the physical planners have 
concluded viability in case of 
capital projects, they write a 
report to facilitate funding.
They do it after studying the 
current debts and the Gov-
ernment ability to accommo-
date any new debt that will 
not affect and much strain 
the borrowing factors that 
guide lenders.
The same has to be within the 
world-bank scores guidelines 
and once they are sure that 
the debt will not raise a red 
flag they go ahead and make 

commitments.
After the Diaspora National 
Assembly (DNA) deliberated 
on the economic situation in 
Kenya, and explored the huge 
future potential, there was 
a general consensus that the 
Kenyan Government can still 
continue borrowing to devel-
op the Country.
The current GDP to debt ra-
tio stands at 64.5% according 
to world bank figures and 
that in itself in a country with 
great prospects in Agricul-
ture, tourism, and the recent 
oil exploration in Rift valley, 
is not worrying as we need 
to improve on the road net-
work, housing, and other in-
frastructures.
Kenya’s Government debt 
accounted for 65.1 % of the 
country’s Nominal GDP  by 
June 2020, compared with 
the debt GDP ratio of 60.3 % 
in the previous year.
This puts Kenya, not so far off 
compared to other African 
countries with even higher 
percentage of Debt to GDP 
ratios.
The lenders have basis of 

lending as they calculate risk 
factors and ability to repay 
and going by that, Kenya has 
no red flags as it’s still with-
in borrowing limits and even 
appearing more favorable 
compared to other neighbor-
ing African countries.
The Central Bank of Kenya 
provides Government Debt 
in local currency. The Kenya 
National Bureau of Statistics 
provides Nominal GDP in 
local currency. Government 
Debt covers Central Govern-
ment only. Kenya’s National 
Government Debt reached 
60.6 USD bn in Mar 2020. 
The country’s Nominal GDP 
reached 27.2 USD bn in Mar 
2020.
If you look at our debt ratios 
index and compare them to 
other countries, it is evident 
that our external debt is with-
in a sustainable level and that 
public debt as a proportion of 
GDP still is not excess.
The lenders have basis on 
lending and they calculate 
risk factors and going by that 
Kenya has no red flags as its 
still within borrowing limits 

and even favorable compared 
to neighboring countries.
The Kenya Government,  
signed a 16.2 billion loan 
from World bank and im-
mediately after the same was 
done, the social medial was 
overflowing with comments 
to the effect that the Presi-
dent has gone full swing to 
mortgage the country but it’s 
to the contrary.
The President will not stop 
as he is guided by economic 
advisors but not village econ-
omists and that was why he 
also proceeded to France this 
month to sign yet another 
loan for the continuous de-
velopment of Kenya. Those 
are huge commitments that 
cannot be compared with the 
wheelbarrow initiatives that 
are giving his deputy sleep-
less nights.
They are required to cope 
with the economic crises 
brought about by the CIV-
ID-19 closure as most sectors 
are affected but the same can-
not halt the developments in 
line with the five pillars agen-
das.

There is no country that will 
survive without debts and if it 
did, all it means is that there 
will be no developments that 
will go on and the final out-
come is that the country will 
not be able to attract more 
foreign investors.
Countries like Japan have 
gone over 200% government 
dept in comparison with 
their GDP and still, they con-
tinue developing and bor-
rowing even more. In 2019 
Japan recorded a government 
debt equivalent to 236.60% of 
the country’s Gross Domestic 
Product in 2019.
America which is a super 
power as of May 1, 2020 
had federal debt held by the 
public rising to $19.05 tril-
lion and intragovernmental 
holdings were $5.9 trillion, 
for a total national debt of 
$24.95 trillion. At the end of 
2019, debt held by the public 
was approximately 79.2% of 
GDP, and approximately 37% 
of the debt held by the public 
was owned by foreigners.
Rwanda our next door neigh-
bour, is expected to reach 
Government Debt to GDP 
as high as 65% by the end 
of 2020, according to Trad-
ing Economics global macro 
models and analysts expecta-
tions.
Government Debt to GDP in 
Uganda, is expected to reach 
55% by the end of 2020, ac-
cording to Trading Econom-
ics global macro models and 
analysts expectations datas.
We can go on and on and 
in the end, can comfortably 
conclude that a country has 
to continue borrowing in 
order to develop and as long 
as the money is spent as per 
the targeted purpose, we can 
continue developing to make 
our country even more at-
tractive to foreign investors.
We only have to ensure that 
the money borrowed, is not 
diverted to other purpose 
but to go towards earmarked 
specific capital projects and 
further, the same, should not 
be spent in servicing existing 
debts, or to sustain recurrent 
expenditure as that is finan-
cially unsound.

Every borrowed funds, 
should be put to productive 
use like improving public 
infrastructure  that can low-
er the cost of doing busi-
ness and make a country an 
eye-catching investment both 
to the locals entrepreneurs  
and foreigners. This in turn 
would bolster economic out-
put, and thereafter, the abili-
ty to service the debt will be 
done at ease and, in the long 
run, lessen the need for addi-
tional debt.
The overall effect, will im-
mensely improve the coun-
try’s credit rating, which in 
turn would make the world 
bank, and other lender insti-
tutions, to gain confidence 
in a country and offer more 
funds, that will greatly help 
the country to develop even 
further.
If a country uses the money it 
has borrowed to repay anoth-
er debt, that means that there 
will be no new creation of 
wealth, and a country strug-
gles to repay debt then and in 
future. Once lenders detect 
that, they lower the credit rat-
ing and they will immediately 
start demanding a higher in-
terest rate to compensate and 
cater for the risk expected. 
This will make the countries 
not to be trusted in further 
debts, and investors, will not 
even be interested in dealing 
with such countries.
It is therefore extremely im-
portant to fully utilize all the 
borrowed funds in the area 
they are intended for and if 
the same is done, it will not 
matter, even if we push the 
debt ratio to GDP to even 
more than 100 percent.
This is our defining moment 
and now that the Govern-
ment has assured all that its 
committed to fighting cor-
ruption, let them put the bor-
rowed funds to the intend-
ed purpose, and all will not 
make noise if we go for more 
loans in future to continue 
developing the country.

Kenya Is Still Creditworthy To Continue 
Borrowing. USA Think-tank Group Tells 
President Uhuru
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Kenya has qualified economic advisers who study the required developments or 
purpose for funds and after the physical planners have concluded viability in case 
of capital projects, they write a report to facilitate funding.



Touching People’s Lives Brings The 
Ultimate Joy

Jubilee Government Clutching At 
Straws. Says Kimengere David
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In a telephone interview, the radio 
announcer asked his guest, a mil-

lionaire, “What made you happiest 
in life?”
The millionaire said:
I have gone through four stages of 
happiness in life and finally I un-
derstood the meaning of true hap-
piness. 

The first stage was to accumulate 
wealth and means. 
But at this stage I did not get the 
happiness I wanted. 
Then came the second stage of col-
lecting valuables and items. 
But I realized that the effect of this 

thing is also temporary and the lus-
tre of valuable things does not last 
long.
Then came the third stage of getting 
big projects. 
Like buying a football team, buying 
a tourist resort, etc. 
But even here I did not get the hap-
piness I had imagined. 
The fourth time a friend of mine 
asked me to buy a wheelchair for 
some disabled children.
At a friend’s request, I immediately 
bought a wheelchair. 
But the friend insisted that I go with 
him and hand over the wheelchairs 
to the children. 
I got ready and went with it. 
There I gave these chairs to these 
children with my own hands. 
I saw the strange glow of happiness 
on the faces of these children. 
I saw them all sitting on chairs, 

moving around and having fun. It 
was as if they had arrived at a picnic 
spot.
But I felt real joy when I started to 
leave and one of the kids grabbed 
my leg. 
I gently tried to free my legs but the 
child stared at my face and held my 
legs tightly.
I bent down and asked the child: Do 
you need anything else?
The answer that this child gave me 
not only made me happy but also 
changed my life completely. 
This child said: “I want to remember 
your face so that when I meet you 
in heaven, I will be able to recognize 
you and thank you once again”
I realised that touching people’s 
lives brings the ultimate joy.  It 
leaves an impact on both lives theirs 
and yours.  Which stage of joy are 
you now. 

Speaking from his safe haven in Ice-
land, the vocal “sauti ya mnyonge” 
son of soil Mr. Kimengere David has 
said that the Jubilee Government is 
in ICU (with no doctors in sight) 
and may be on it’s last stretch judg-
ing by the many recent irresponsible 
utterances by the Deputy President, 
William Ruto.
He further went on and said that 
Deputy President William Ruto, has 
crossed the red line after attacking 
the top security operatives organs 
in the country whom he should be 
defending being the second in com-
mand.
Mr. Kimengere said that the whole 
problem is brought by no other 
than a weak President Uhuru Ken-
yatta who have failed to tame two 
individuals who have no interest 
in serving the people of Kenya, but 
only as to how they can advance 

themselves to the top seat.
Willian Ruto and Raila Odinga are 
the main catalyst of all the problems 
now existing in Kenya and the per-
son to blame, is Uhuru for agreeing 
to work with people with a past 
history of violence to the people of 
Kenya. People still clinging to their 
past antagonism voracity and the 
same may not go away with a hand-
shake should be rejected by all Ken-
yans for they cannot reform.
He advised President Uhuru Ken-
yatta to go ahead and dissolve Par-
liament without delay as the Gov-
ernment has already failed and it 
cannot even deliver any of the agen-
da they promised Kenyans within 
the remaining two years with all the 
rivalry and squabbles.
He castigated the Deputy for term-
ing the police force as hustlers be-
fore ordinary Kenyans as that in 
itself is interfering with the internal 
security which he is supposed to up-
hold but instead of doing so, he is 
discrediting the same.
“There are no hustlers in the police 

force or even the military as all are 
serving the Kenyan Government 
not as hustlers, but in their capac-
ity as soldiers mandated to serve 
Kenyans”. He said and continued 
with a lot of emotions “The military 
is safeguarding our borders not as 
hustlers, but as brave soldiers who 
do their work diligently in accor-
dance with terms of reference”.
“They risk their lives for all Ken-
yans and the same, should not 
be demeaned and likened to the 
wheelbarrow peddlers he assist in 
exchange of votes”.
The act of William Ruto terming ju-
nior police officers as hustlers, while 
at the same time discrediting their 
seniors in Nairobi, is in bad taste as 
he is indirectly inciting them to re-
volt against their seniors.
Mr. Kimengere said that the two 
leaders, William Ruto, and Raila 
Odinga, always capitalize on chaos  
judging by their history and Uhuru 
should take precaution for the same 
people he is trying to shake hands 
with, could as well be like Judas who 

sacrificed Jesus. They are not God 
fearing as they term themselves and 
the evil spirit dwells in both and the 
same making many to suffer in Ken-
ya. They are not saints as people are 
tending to believe but people who 
just want to be elevated to high of-
fices for their own selfish interests.
His call to Kenyans is to reject all 
the three leaders and go for those 
who are not selfish and badly taint-
ed. When pressed further to name 
those he believe could save Kenya, 
he mentioned people like Mukisha 
Kituyi, Nancy Barasa, Charity Ngilu 
and Hon Kingi for they are far much 

better compared to the two leaders 
and others who are now busy di-
viding Kenyans. He hinted that the 
leaders in the Diaspora should not 
be left out as there are many capable 
ones who can steer Kenya to great 
heights of prosperity and when that 
time comes, he will provide a list.
He concluded by saying that Ken-
yans will call him all sorts of names  
but he is guided by his conscience, 
truth  and reasons and one day, they 
will come to realize that his words 
were from the divine and most high 
God.
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